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GATEWAY 


Committee nominates new superintendent 


By Shelby Macri 


The Gateway Regional 
School Committee select- 


ed Hampshire Regional 
High School Principal 


Kristen Smidy to be the new 
Gateway superintendent, sub- 


ject to negotiation, on April 


7, after David Hopson retires 
on Aug. 31. 


bers spoke about 
each finalist and 
chose who they 
thought would 
best fit the role 
the district needs. 
Committee Chair 
Michele Crane 
started the meet- 
ing with thanking 
the Superintendent 


, 





Kristen Smidy 


the importance of 
sharing positive 
ideas during the 
discussion. 

As the head 
of the search 
committee, Jason 
Forgue started the 
discussion and 
mentioned the 
amount of time 


are not only to the school, 
but to the students as well. 
As the rest of the committee 
would follow suit, positive 
aspects were shared about 
the four finalists: Battenkill 
Valley Supervisory Union 
Superintendent William 
Bazyk, East Longmeadow 
High School Principal Gina 
Flanagan, Gateway Pupil 


and effort that Services Director Kurt 
he and the committee put in 


shows how dedicated they 


Search Committee 
for their hard work and ded- 
ication, she then emphasized 


Four finalists were 
selected out of 22 applicants; 
the school committee mem- 


SUPERINTENDENT, page 10 
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John Little, who turned 99 on Sunday, April 11, waves at cars and trucks as a drive-by parade took more than 30 vehicles past the 
New State Road house to wish him a happy birthday. Also pictured is Little’s son, Rich. The Montgomery Fire Department leads the 
parade of cars down New State Road to celebrate John Little’s birthday. Little served on the Police Department for 52 years and the 
Fire Department for 32 years. More photos on page 9. 


Photos by Peter Spotts 





SCHOOLS & YOUTH 


Kindergarten teacher awarded Grinspoon honor 


By Peter Spotts The award is professional development, and how we support and cel- 
given to Western and evidence of going above _ ebrate each other.” 
It’s hard to Mass. educators and beyond the classroom “(Murphy] truly under- 


find a more pres- 
tigious award than 
one where the 
recipient has been 
nominated by their 
peers, making the 
Pioneer Valley 
Excellence. in 
Teaching Award, 
also knows as the Grinspoon 
Award, a great honor for 
New Hingham Elementary 
School Kindergarten Teacher 
Jennifer Murphy. 





Jennifer Murphy 


for their dedica- 
tion and excel- 
lence. Nominees 
are made by the 
winners’ col- 
leagues based 
on excellence in 
teaching practices, 
subject mastery 
and scholarship, effective- 
ness and creativity, impact on 
students, support of and posi- 
tive impact upon other teach- 
ers’ practice, participation in 


and school community. 

“I was completely sur- 
prised. I thought we were 
having a baby shower. They 
set it up with balloons, cup- 
cakes, it was really funny,” 
Murphy said. “It’s such an 
honor because your col- 
leagues nominate you and 
that just for me really reaf- 
firmed the work I’m doing 
here with my students, but 
also the collective communi- 
ty we have here as educators 


stands her teaching philos- 
ophy, which effectively 
reflects her personal values 
and beliefs,’ New Hingham 
Principal Jesse McMillan 
said. “As our educational 
landscape constantly chang- 
es, she accepts this as an 
opportunity for learning and 
growth, seeking and imple- 
menting the best practices for 
all of her students.” 


GRINSPOON, page 10 
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BLANDFORD 


Water breaks 
have band-aid Tix 


By Mary Kronholm 


The center of town was with- 
out water overnight from Saturday to 
Sunday morning. Russell Stage Road 
and Maple Lane had already been 
without water a better part of the day 
on Saturday. 

Sunday morning, April 11, at 8 
a.m., Board of Health member Jennifer 
Girard and Town Administrator 
Joshua A. Garcia went door-to-door 
on Russell Stage Road and Maple 
Lane distributing an emergency boil 
water announcement to every house- 
hold. Garcia drove the town’s pick- 


FIX, page 6 


MIDDLEFIELD 


Police reform 
complaints heard 


By Peter Spotts 


Police reform impacts on the 
rural communities continued to be 
the top issue for Sen. Adam Hinds, 
D-Pittsfield, and Rep. Natalie Blais, 
D-Sunderland, as their tour of the 
hilltown Selectboards continued on 
Wednesday, April 7. 

Police Chief Jenny Dion told 
the legislators the town is not finan- 
cially equipped to fund an additional 
200 hour of training per officer and 
between full-time jobs, part-time com- 


POLICE, page 8 


WILLIAMSBURG 
Opportunity open 
tor street funding 


By Peter Spotts 


The Selectboard discussed fund- 
ing for Mountain Street engineering 
to hopefully push the project ahead 
in the pipeline as Charlene Nardi said 
the town has a generous offer from the 
state to cover 83% of the engineering 
design costs. 

The town’s 17% of the cost would 
come out to about $239,000, paid over 
the next three years. Nardi said she’s 
working to figure out the exact annual 


FUNDING, page 7 
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VOICES OF SUPPORT 
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You deserve 
to be loved 


Angelique Toroni and Tara Kerstetter from the Chester pa share their message for 
survivors of domestic violence as part of the Southern Hilltowns Domestic Violence 
Task Force’s Hilltown Voice’s campaign to raise awareness to prevent and end domestic 


violence. 


New helpline launches April 15 


“Ten to Ten,’ a free, confiden- 
tial helpline for people who abuse or 
may abuse their intimate partner, was 
launched on Thursday, April 15. 

The Helpline is the first of its kind 
in the United States, although similar 
programs exist in Australia and the 
United Kingdom. 

The Helpline will serve Western 
Massachusetts and will operate from 10 
a.m. to 10 p.m., 365 days a year. The 
toll-free number is 877-898-3411. 

Family, friends and professionals 
worried that someone may harm their 
partner can also call the Helpline. 





You deserve 
to feel safe 


Submitted photo 


The Project is part of a broad 
national movement that seeks to 
increase non-criminal responses to inti- 
mate partner violence through the cre- 
ation of community-based restorative 
practice. 

The Helpline is a collaboration 
between the Pioneer Valley Planning 
Commission, Behavioral Health 
Network and Growing a New Heart. An 
Advisory Board of regional partners as 
well as two rural domestic violence task 
forces from the Ware River Valley and 
the Southern Hilltowns will oversee and 
guide the project. 





Properly dispose of drugs April 24 


The hilltowns have multiple loca- 
tions available for residents to par- 
take in the 20thc annual National 
Prescription Drug Takeback Day on 
Saturday, April 24. 

The Blandford Town Hall, 
Williamsburg Pharmacy, and Worthington 
Transfer Station will all have collection 
spots available from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. to 
collect drugs. Drugs may also be deliv- 
ered to police stations in Cummington, 
Southampton, and Williamsburg. 

Any unwanted drugs can be brought 
in excluding liquids, needles, sharp 
objects, or anything of a similar nature. 
Chester-Blandford Police Chief Tammy 
Weidhaas said it’s important to dispose 
of unused or expired drugs properly to 
ensure they don’t fall into the wrong 
hands. 

“It’s safer to get them out of your 


home so there’s no chance of them being 
taken by a guest or family member or, 
god forbid, if the house was ever broken 
into,” Weidhaas said. “The old school 
way was you’d dump it down your toi- 
let and flush it down the toilet. It [Drug 
Takeback Day] keeps it out of our water 
system, it keeps it out of our sewer sys- 
tem. If you throw it in the trash, it’s going 
to keep it out of the hands of children or 
people who are not prescribed to them.” 

Weidhass will be overseeing the 
collection at Blandford Town Hall. At 
the conclusion of the collection period, 
drugs will be taken to be incinerated in 
Springfield. People bringing drugs to be 
collected should bring a mask and be pre- 
pared to social distance and follow other 
safety protocols for COVID-19 if needed. 

For more information, visit north- 
westernDA.org. 


Domestic violence program adds 
book club, discussion for clients 


Hilltown Safety at Home, a program 
created to support anyone experienc- 
ing domestic violence in rural Western 
Massachusetts, works to connect vic- 
tims of domestic violence with resourc- 
es, solutions, and emotional support. 
Hilltown Community Health Centers are 
very excited to announce the creation of 
a book club for its clients and local sur- 
vivors! 

“Stop Telling Women to Smile,” by 
Tatyana Fazlalizadeh is a collection of 
interviews with women who have expe- 
rienced harassment. She addresses how 
common street harassment is, the effect 
it has, and actions we can take to counter 
it. Through this book group, we hope 


participants take away a greater under- 
standing of harassment and strong com- 
munity connections. 

At the conclusion of this session, 
participants will be encouraged to join 
the conversation the following week 
for a virtual discussion with the author, 
Tatyana Fazlalizadeh, hosted by the 
Elizabeth Freedman Center of Berkshire 
County. 

This discussion will be held over 
Zoom on April 22 at 7 p.m. To register 
for this program and to receive a free 
copy of the book, please call Declan 
Nolan, domestic violence victim advo- 
cate, at 413-667-2203 ext. 341, or dno- 
lan@hchcweb.org. 


state Senator Adam G. Hinds applauds suicide prevention efforts 


State Senator Adam G. Hinds, 
D-Pittsfield, in partnership with Home 
Base and community leaders, co-hosts 
the organization’s seventh roundtable 
for their statewide suicide prevention 
advocacy efforts. 

“T applaud the work of Home Base 
and my fellow community leaders for 
tackling the issue of veteran mental 
health, an issue that so often exists 
in the shadows of our society,” said 
Hinds. “For the men and women who 
sacrifice so much for their country, we 
must continue these conversations, so 
they have the full support and services 
needed for when they come home.” 

Home Base launched a statewide 
Suicide prevention campaign in fall 
2019b known as the 20->0Projectb 


by partnering with elected officials, 
VSOs, the VA, Vet Centers, Health 
Professionals, First Responders, and 
other community stakeholders to host a 
series of community roundtables. This 
campaign works to raise awareness and 
break the stigma associated with seek- 
ing mental health care, and creating a 
community-driven ecosystem to iden- 
tify at-risk Veterans in local communi- 
ties to connect them to care and save 
lives. 

“IT am deeply grateful to be a part 
of this necessary conversation. Our 
veterans have given and sacrificed so 
much for our country,” said Pittsfield 
Mayor Linda Tyer. “It is absolutely 
essential that we commit a full range of 
resources to address and support their 


mental health needs to ensure their 
overall well-being and quality of life.” 
“The debt of gratitude, honor, and 
respect we owe to those who serve our 
nation can never be paid fully. This 1s 
especially true for those service mem- 
bers who carry the invisible wounds 
and symptoms of trauma associated 
with their service,’ said North Adams 
Mayor Thomas Bernard. “Left unad- 
dressed, these burdens affect lives, 
careers, and relationships, as well as 
the social and emotional wellbeing of 
our veterans and their loved ones. I’m 
so grateful to Home Base, our local 
veterans service organizations, and 
the providers and practitioners who 
help connect veterans in North Adams, 
Berkshire County, and Massachusetts 


CHESTERFIELD 


to caring, supportive services that pro- 
mote healing with honor and dignity.” 

Over the past three years, through 
a state-funded initiative, Home Base 
has trained licensed mental health pro- 
fessionals in military culture and evi- 
dence-based treatment for PTSD in an 
effort to expand access to gold-stan- 
dard care in local communities. They 
have also trained hundreds of health 
professionals and first responders to 
identify at-risk Veterans in their com- 
munity and connect them to care. 

“Our communities are here to 
uplift and help our veterans,” said 
Hinds. “We must ensure that resources 
and services are readily available, so 
our veterans are no longer forced to 
suffer in silence.” 





oelectboard, state reprensentatives discuss police reform concerns 


By Shelby Macri 


CHESTERFIELD — State Rep. 
Natalie Blais, D-Sunderland, and Sen. 
Adam Hinds, D-Pittsfield, discussed 
municipal issues and legislative prior- 
ities with the Selectboard at the end of 
March, starting with police reform. 

Chairman Roger Fuller broached 
how the reform threatens the town’s 
police force. 

“Chief Ed Murray brought it to our 
attention, and we’re really concerned 
for the department because our police 
are part-time,” Fuller said. “The offi- 
cers might not have the time, energy, or 
schedule to do the extra training.” 

While the bill doesn’t go into 
effect until July 1, Fuller pointed out 
that day is only a few steps away. Blais 
has been visiting the hilltowns in the 
First Franklin District over the past few 
weeks and police reform has been a 


hot topic in all of them. In response to 
the concerns, she and other members 
of the Western Mass. delegation met 
with Executive Office of Public Safety 
and Security Secretary Thomas Turco 
and Interim Executive Director of the 
Municipal Police Training Committee 
Chief Robert Ferullo to discuss the 
impacts the reform has on small depart- 
ments in rural communities. 

“T believe the meeting was con- 
structive, that the Secretary heard our 
concerns, and that he was willing to 
work with us to identify solutions,” 
Blais said. 

Blais added the meeting will require 
additional follow-ups from the delega- 
tion. She explained the concerns of the 
Western Mass. towns and cities were 
sorted into three areas — fiscal chal- 
lenges, training challenges, and attract- 
ing and retaining officers. 

There are a number of financial 


challenges associated with the reform, 
with budget season approaching poten- 
tial funding solutions are needed the 
areas like the hilltowns. The challenges 
include the cost of paying for an office’s 
time to attend police training, additional 
there will be backfilling for officers who 
are attending said training, and poten- 
tially transitioning forces to full time 
and those associated costs. 

Training proposed by the reform 
also cause problems within the hill- 
towns, like police officers being part- 
time and often working other jobs which 
cause a unique barrier for training. 

“The existing training locations are 
located far away from many western 
Massachusetts communities,” Blais said. 
“Having to drive to these locations adds 
hours that communities have to cover 
for hours worked.” 

Additionally, if there are alphabeti- 
cal training groups and multiple officers 


fall in the same grouping, it could hurt 
small police department’s ability to field 
an active roster while the officers are 
training. Blais said alphabetical training 
is already being looked at to be adjusted. 

Attracting and retaining officers 
poses as a serious threat to small towns 
with a difficulty in hiring new personnel 
without sending them to the training 
academy. It will be difficult for the town 
to find officers to do part-time work 
when they can go elsewhere for full- 
time opportunities. 

The Selectboard and Chief Murray 
are concerned about losing the town’s 
current part-time officers. Although 
this reform tries to achieve a uniform 
standard of training across the state, it 
potentially poses a threat for the sus- 
tainability of small-town police forces. 
Blais expects for more conversations to 
be conducted to address the concerns 
before ethe July 1 implementation date. 
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COA activities include exercise, 
puzzles, walking challenge 


HUNTINGTON — The Council on 
Aging is offering activities for seniors 
to do at home. Puzzles, craft bags, and 
exercise kits will be available for pick 
up on the third Friday of each month 
at Stanton Hall, 26 Russell Road in 
Huntington, from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
during Brown Bag distribution. 

Puzzles are isolated for two weeks 
before redistribution. Craft bags will 
vary each month. The exercise kit fea- 
tures an exercise DVD, hand weights, 
and exercise bands. Please call 413- 
512-5205 to reserve items for pick up. 

Massachusetts Councils on Aging 
encourages all Councils on Aging to 
promote walking for seniors. Physical 
activity improves the overall health and 
well-being of older adults. Even mod- 
est levels of activity done daily for 30 


minutes can prevent or control heart 
disease, diabetes, osteoporosis, colon 
cancer, and weight gain. Walking boosts 
energy levels, improves blood circula- 
tion, lowers blood pressure, combats 
depression, and reduces stress. 

The Council on Aging is sponsor- 
ing a “Walking Challenge” and all par- 
ticipants will receive a walking journal, 
information on walking groups, and the 
Town walking map. The challenge is to 
determine a weekly personal walking 
goal and track the progress on the walk- 
ing log. At the end of 26 weeks, partic- 
ipants are requested to return the log to 
the Council on Aging in to qualify for a 
chance to win a $50 gift certificate for 
a new pair of shoes. The gift certificate 
drawing will be held in October. Please 
call 413-512-5205 to sign up. 


Hydrant flushing starts Monday, April 19 


HUNTINGTON — The Town of 
Huntington Water Department will be 
flushing hydrants from Monday, April 19 


to Wednesday, April 21, from 8 a.m. to 
2 p.m. Residents may notice discolored 
water and experience low water pressure. 





COA opens farm share applications 


HUNTINGTON — The Council 
on Aging is once again offering farm 
shares through Community Involved in 
Sustaining Agriculture. The cost is just 
$10 and covers all 10 weeks of the pro- 
gram. 

Participants must be Huntington 
residents and 60 years old or older to 
qualify. In addition, they must be able 
to answer yes to at least one of the fol- 
lowing four criteria: they receive SNAP 
benefits (food stamps), Medicaid, SSI, 


AFDC, welfare, or veteran’s aid; they 
participate in the Food Bank’s Brown 
Bag Program; they live alone; and their 
income is below $25,760 or the total 
income of their household is below 
$34,840 (only one share per household). 
The application deadline is June 1. 
There are 18 shares available. If more 
than 18 applications are received, then 
there will be a random drawing to select 
the participants. If interested, please call 
Kathleen Peterson at 413-512-5205. 


NORWICH HILL 


The First Congregational Church 
of Huntington reminds everyone even 
though our physical doors are closed 
until further notice, we are most defi- 
nitely open for worship, praise, min- 
istry, and fellowship. We are an Open 
and Affirming Church inviting, welcom- 
ing, and affirming everyone seekers, 
believers, and wonderers alike — on 
their journey of faith, to join in 10 a.m. 
Zoom Sunday worship. 

Our reading from Luke 24:36-48 
for the Third Sunday of Easter, invites 
us to wonder about the reality of res- 
urrection and how that influences our 
daily living. 

The pastor is always available to 





speak with you. If you do not receive 
our emails and would like to connect 
with our Zoom worship service and/or 
fellowship time, please contact Pastor 
Carol at firstchurchofhuntington @ 
gmail.com to receive the information 
you will need to participate or send us a 
message on Facebook. 

Please use the phone numbers 
and email address provided to stay in 
touch or to contact the pastor. You are 
also invited to find us on Facebook at 
“Norwich Hill” for updates, informa- 
tion, and spiritual encouragement. For 
more information, please contact 413- 
667-3935 or 860-798-7771 or firstchur- 
chofhuntington @ gmail.com. 


College students organize supply drives for local families who need postpartum support 


HUNTINGTON — Several classes 
of nursing students have been working 
with It Takes a Village, a local nonprof- 
it organization that provides free post- 
partum support to families in Western 
Massachusetts, as part of their clinical 
practicum requirements. 

As they were conducting their field 
study, they were alarmed to learn that the 
lack of diaper access to low-income fam- 
ilies has reached a crisis stage. One in 
three families in the U.S. cannot afford 
diapers, and currently families are not 
allowed to use SNAP (food stamps) or 
WIC benefits to purchase diapers. A lack 
of diapers can keep babies from attend- 
ing daycare, which means parents cannot 
attend work or school, and keeping a 
baby in a soiled diaper too long can lead 
to serious medical complications. 

“We didn’t realize how pervasive 


this problem really is,” said Alyssa 
Waskiewicz, a nursing student at UMass 
Amherst. “It’s heartbreaking that fami- 
lies must choose between food and dia- 
pers.” 

Students also discovered the vast 
public health implications for people 
who cannot afford menstrual supplies, a 
problem that is often overlooked. 

“The COVID-19 Pandemic has 
made the problem even worse,” says Lisa 
Goding, program director for It Takes a 
Village. “Families are out of work, and 
many of the options they had for low- 
cost supplies disappeared overnight.” 

Mobilized into action, the students 
decided to plan and implement concur- 
rent supply drives for diapers, wipes, and 
other sanitary supplies. Elms College 
students focused on menstrual and incon- 
tinence supplies, collecting them through 


an on-campus drive. 

“After the birth of a child, everyone 
thinks about the baby, and the mother 
tends to be forgotten,’ Sara Scagliarini, 
a nursing student at Elms College, said. 
“We wanted to do something to support 
the whole family and keep mom in the 
front of our minds.” 

In this age of social-distanc- 
ing, UMass students decided to 
find a way for people to donate from 
home. Through the end of April, 
donors can go to yougivegoods.com/ 
UMASSDiaperDrive and select items 
to donate, which will be shipped direct- 
ly to It Takes a Village’s donation cen- 
ter, the Village Closet, in Huntington. 
Participants can also make a monetary 
donation, which will be used to offset 
the costs of deliveries to families lacking 
transportation, as well as purchasing dia- 


pers in sizes not usually donated. 

“An anonymous donor is also going 
to match the value of every donation 
of supplies or funds, for both schools’ 
drives,’ says Goding. “These students are 
making such a huge impact for so many.” 

It Takes a Village supports about 
1,500 families every year through home 
visits, parent groups, and free supplies. 
The Village Closet is the only diaper 
bank in the Hilltowns, and distributes 
nearly 30,000 diapers every year to 
families all across Western Mass. The 
Amherst Survival Center serves more 
than 6,000 people each year through 
their food pantry, community meals, 
drop-in health clinic, as well as a variety 
of other support services. 

For more information, please visit 
yougivegoods.com/UMASSDiaperDrive 
or www. hilltownvillage.org. 
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Why reforming the 
filibuster matters 


COMMENTS 
ON CONGRESS 


s Washington turns its attention to 
A\ inset and other matters of pol- 

icy, the Senate filibuster isn’t com- 
manding quite the same headlines as it did 
a few weeks back. But that’s only because 
the issue is percolating behind the scenes. At 
some point, it will return to the limelight. 

And when it does, you should under- 
stand what’s at stake. Because as obscure as it 
seems, it actually goes to the heart of how we 
operate as a democracy. 

The key point to remember is that as the 
country’s population has shifted, a growing 
number of senators have come to represent a 
shrinking portion of Americans. In the House, 
this doesn’t matter as much, since districts are 
apportioned by population. But in the Senate, 
current rules require 60 senators to agree to 
move a measure forward, with certain excep- 
tions. This means that 41 senators can block 
most legislation, so in theory, the senators 
coming from the 21 smallest states—who 
together represent less than 12 percent of the 
US population—can keep the nation’s agenda 
from moving forward. 

It’s hard to believe the country’s founders 
would think this makes sense. And it’s certain- 
ly afar cry from government of the people, by 
the people, and for the people. 

In particular, it means that legislative in1- 
tiatives that appear to have great popular sup- 
port—including infrastructure spending, cer- 
tain gun control measures, a higher minimum 
wage, even a legitimate path to citizenship for 
undocumented immigrants—will face tough 
sledding in the Senate. This is because it is 
remarkably easy for the leader of the Senate 
minority, Republican Mitch McConnell, to 
muster the 41 votes he needs simply to block 
legislation from moving forward. It’s a silent 
and powerful parliamentary move: Without 
Americans as a whole or senators’ constit- 
uents being any the wiser, bills die without 
coming up for a vote and there are no finger- 
prints on the murder weapon. 

Now, the Senate wasn’t designed to be 
like the House, and there’s a lot to be said for 
maintaining rules that slow legislation down 
and ensure that the majority can’t simply get 
what it wants without negotiating. But the key 
word is “negotiating”—when the filibuster 
is used simply to ensure that a president and 
elected majority can’t get a bill considered, 
it’s become something else. So while there 
appears to be little appetite in the Senate for 
ending the filibuster outright, there’s strong 
incentive to explore alternatives. 

These would be in keeping with a long 
history of filibuster reforms in the Senate: 
budget reconciliation starting in the 1970s 
allowed many bills related to taxing and 
spending to move forward with a simple 
majority; in 1975, the Senate changed the 
number of votes needed to move a bill forward 
from 67 to 60; and more recently, the Senate 
carved out exemptions on confirmation votes. 
In other words, there is precedent for change. 

The options include expanding the 
breadth of bills that are exempt from the 
60-vote requirement to move forward. Or the 
Senate could require more members (right 
now it’s just one) to force a so-called “cloture” 
vote, which brings the filibuster into play. Or 
it could reduce the 60-vote requirement, either 
for all bills or for particular kinds. Or, as some 
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Jason Forgue is the right choice for Chester 


Having served as selectman for the past 
six years, I can attest it is a position that, 
at a minimum, requires time, availability, 
hard work, and the willingness to work with 
others, both in town and out. Jason Forgue 
has a proven record of dedication to the 
town of Chester and has served in myriad 
capacities. He is highly intelligent, possess- 
es vision, and commits and follows through 
on the actual work, often above and beyond. 
Jason fights for what he believes is the best 
course and backs his efforts with facts. He 
was instrumental in reviving the Chester 
Recreation Committee and helped pull a 
pool of volunteers together to transform 
the Chester Ball Field into the “Field of 
Dreams” it is today. Jason also success- 
fully serves as Building Commissioner 
for Chester and other area towns, and on 
Chester’s Finance Committee. He is a mem- 
ber of the School Committee and was a 


Vote Jason Forgue tor 


During the April 5th Selectboard meet- 
ing, our three selectmen condemned in no 
uncertain terms several of the unfortunate 
attitudes plaguing our town — the infight- 
ing that takes place in town hall, the sniping 
on the Community Forum, and the whiners 
who contribute nothing to the solutions of 
the problems they complain about. This 
condemnation was a long time coming. 
For years, Chester has taken an attitude of 
complacency and laziness, of people con- 
vinced that their complaints would magical- 
ly get solved if their post on the forum gets 
enough likes and indignant comments. The 
pool of people willing to take on the actual 
hard work of fixing the town, committing 
dozens of hours of their own time for com- 
munity service and paperwork, dwindled. 

Over the last few years, there have been 
few people as willing to put in the hard 
work needed in this community as Jason 
Forgue. There are few boards, or task forc- 
es, or projects in town that Jason hasn’t 
worked on, volunteered, advised, or fought 
for. 

As a member of the school committee, 
Jason has been one of the few members 
calling for accountability, change, and a 
deviation from the status quo as Gateway 
continues to struggle. On a committee 
where the suggestions of the superintendent 
are enacted over 90% of the time, Jason 
has forced the greater school board to ask 
questions, demanding answers over how 
the institution that receives the majority of 
Chester’s tax revenue is spent and what pol- 
icies are instituted. 

As Chair of the Superintendent Search 


member of the recent School Superintendent 
Search Committee. Working on these differ- 
ent boards and committees has given Jason a 
solid background in what is necessary to be 
an effective selectman. 

I have personally known Jason for some 
fifteen years since he and his wife chose to 
build their home and family in Chester. He 
is energetic, focused, solution-based in all 
he does, and loves the Town. If elected, I 
believe he will be an excellent Selectman 
and serve the town with the same passion he 
has displayed in his other duties. As I leave 
my time on the board, I urge you to vote for 
the candidate who will be present, give the 
position the thoughtful attention it demands, 
and give his all for the Town of Chester — 
Jason Forgue. Thank you. 


Barbara Pease Huntoon 
Chester 


Selectman May 1 


Committee, Jason also devoted dozens of 
additional hours vetting and interviewing 
potential superintendent candidates, stick- 
ing to his convictions of the best course of 
action for the district, even if it meant stand- 
ing alone. 

On the Finance Committee, Jason was a 
significant voice on the creation of the town 
budget, fighting for transparency and action 
for the town. 

As Building Inspector, Jason stream- 
lined the process for appeals, worked to 
clean up derelict buildings and brought in 
thousands of dollars in revenue for the town. 

He’s been a consistent voice and fight- 
er for the community as well, committing 
hours of his time working with the Gateway 
Youth Athletic Association, coaching teams, 
writing town bylaws, and cleaning up and 
building new activities for residents of all 
ages to participate at Emery Field. He’s a 
doer, problem solver, worker, consensus 
builder, and fighter with the fortitude to 
handle any criticism and insult thrown at 
him and learn from it. 

The pandemic, the economic woes of 
the town and school, water issues, and tra- 
ditional concerns over the highway depart- 
ment and fuel, show that now more than 
ever 1s a time for all hands-on deck in 
Chester. Now is the time for cooperation, 
for steady leadership, and for hard work. 
Now is the time for Jason Forgue. 

Vote Jason Forgue for Selectman on 
May I. 


Brian Forgue 
Chester 
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By Deborah Daniels 


iking along the Dayville Access 

area and near the Littleville 

Fairgrounds yielded some 
interesting finds. First off, know that 
Littleville was sacrificed to build a flood 
control and water supply reservoir along 
2 miles of Westfield River’s Middle 
Branch. According to 1962 Springfield 
Union newspaper article some 20 resi- 
dences — both year-round and summer 
places — nine farms, one church, a fire 
station and two cemeteries were sub- 
merged in a manmade lake behind the 
dam. It took two years to build at a cost 
of $7 million. Several properties in the 
village of Dayville also were abandoned 
to provide more area for flood waters 
to expand to if needed. Locals wanted 
a scenic road paralleling the length of 
the reservoir. They got a new road, the 
Skyline Trail but it did not run the length 
of the reservoir. Cost was cited as the 
reason for no scenic road. Taxpayers 
might like to know the prevent-a- 
flood challenge was met in 1987 when 
Littleville Lake was filled to 90% capac- 
ity and the water rose to 53 ft. behind the 
dam as a result of rainwater and snow 
melt. 

Walking next to East River Road 
and near Kinnebrook Rd there is an 
extensive stone foundation evident in 
the woods. There are industrial looking 
metal parts scattered about and a sepa- 
rate small square cellar hole nearby. A 
map provided by Liz Massa dated 1894 
denotes a sawmill in this area. Could this 
be the foundation? Wouldn’t you know 
it, some junk picker did not negotiate the 
turn onto Kinnebrook Rd, racked up the 
car and left it right at the scene! Those 
pickers know when to pick and when to 
leave. He left it. The river winds around 
in this area, loaded with rock formations 
and stony beaches. Lo and behold, right 
before my eyes was a racked-up water- 
craft before the canoe races even begin! 

Next up was a scene from the past, 
those white cement road barriers stand- 
ing guard at the road’s edge. No chance 
of a car careening out of control and 
plunging into the river here. Out of con- 
trol boats only! This unsuspecting angler 
had no idea of the danger that was just 
averted. He reported the trout weren’t 
biting; hells bells, the fish knew the 
score. 

When did those cement posts disap- 
pear from roadsides? When were those 
triangular sentries posted on this road? 
Did they really thwart our efforts to drive 
up, drive through and drive in the river? 
They are amazingly well preserved, 
although they would have had a steel 
cable connecting each of them and that is 
gone. The Model T automobile was mass 
produced in 1908. As soon as Americans 
got cars, there was no holding them 
down on the farm after that. Touring was 
the thing, only roads hadn’t caught up 
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HILLTOWN HISTORY 
The Road Less Taken 
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Foundation stone of a sawmill found hiking 
the Dayville Access area. 

Submitted photos by Deborah Daniels 


with the motoring rubber wheels. Early 
road trips were an adventure. You were 
advised to carry chains, a shovel, axe, 
jacks, spare inner tubes and tools. You 
were warned to top off at every gas sta- 
tion because there was no telling where 
the next one was. You were to always 
verify the depth of puddles before cross- 
ing one lest you need a horse or tractor 
to pull you out. If you needed help your 
best bet was to build a fire to signal for 
help! Yes, you had to be resourceful if 
you took to the open road. 

Early roads were developed by local 
towns. The main roads were pretty much 
the stagecoach road into and out of town, 
carrying the mail. The Federal Aid Road 
Act of 1916 created a federal highway 
program to fund state highway agencies 
to make road improvements. A slogan 
to get public support for paved roads 
was, “get the farmers out of the mud.” 
World War I stalled highway road build- 
ing. The Federal Highway Act of 1921 
created a Bureau of Public Roads to fund 
2 lane interstate highways to be built by 
state highway agencies. The Depression 
brought about job creation programs 
that provided the labor to help build 
roads. Then WWII put priority on build- 
ing roads that suited military purpos- 
es. Roads came about through a patch- 
work of local, state and federal efforts. 
There were many efforts to build scenic 
roads. In fact, there were 250 national 
auto trails built during the 1920s. The 
Lincoln Highway that went from NYC 
to San Francisco was laid out in 1913 
but its 3000 miles weren’t completed 
until 1928. The Bronx River Parkway 
opened in 1923. Based on studies of 
European scenic roads, the Columbia 
River Highway in Oregon was construct- 
ed from 1913 - 1922. Our own Jacob’s 
Ladder scenic byway was opened in 
1910 and the Mohawk Trail was opened 
in 1914 to automobiles. Early postcards 
show the borders of both these roads 





Forgue vaccine’ available May 1 


Doses reserved for Chester Voters 
at Town Election Saturday, May 1, the 
Forgue “vaccine” will be 99% effective 
for those seeking action, solutions devel- 
oped through evidence-based research 
and inclusive discussion, and will pro- 
vide oversight for all variants. You 
probably know Jason as the President 
of GYAA and for his tireless work and 
advocacy as a Board member of the 
Gateway Community Little League, or as 
our outstanding School Committeeman, 
or as the organizing/driving force of 
rhetoric to reality at Emery Park. You 
may not know he is also an Educator, a 


key member of our Finance Committee, 
where he uses his Syracuse education, 
MA Economics, to benefit all. I have 
known and worked with Jason for years, 
his intellect and integrity are first class. 

Clearly Jason is one of our best and 
brightest...one who models JFK’s “Ask 
not what your Community can do for 
you...ask what you can do for your com- 
munity.” 

I hope you will join fellow citizens 
and vote Forgue for Selectman. 


Bob Daley 
Chester 
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A fisherman on Westfield River Middle 
Branch. 





marked by white cement posts. Those 
early motorists appreciated the white pil- 
lars guiding them as the road twisted and 
turned over mountains. They white barri- 
ers have mostly vanished from the high- 
way scene. Breakaway standards were 
set up to prevent injuries to drivers. Posts 
and barriers have to be designed to break 
off at a low point to the ground to reduce 
crash impact on drivers. Metal guardrails 
have replaced the cement posts on hills 
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and near rivers. So, you won’t see these 
sentries standing at attention anymore. 
But you can enjoy a picnic by the river 
and admire a surviving bit of history ded- 
icated to the safety of early drivers. Go 
explore. 

Do you have a memory or historical 
curiosity from the Hilltowns that you’d 
like to share with your neighbors? Send 
your story and photos to countryjour- 
nal@ turley.com. 


WORTHINGTON 





Potted plants available from COA 


WORTHINGTON — In cele- 
bration of May Day, the Worthington 
Council on Aging will be distributing 
curbside pickup one four-inch colorful 
potted plant per household, in front 


of the Worthington Congregational 
Church. 


The giveaway will take place on 
Monday, April 26, from 11 a.m. to 
noon. 

Please order in advance by calling 
413-238-1999. Supply is limited. This 
event 1s underwriter by the Rolland 
Fund. 


Board the Hip-Hop Express May 10 


WORTHINGTON — MUSIC 
Dance.edu is offering a one-hour exer- 
cise class for Worthington Seniors on 
May 10 from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. at 
the Worthington Town Gardens. 

It will be a complete chair, dance, 
warm-up, and hip-hop class for all 
levels. Travel through time on the 
“Soul Train” and chair dance to hip 
hop and R&B songs along with cre- 
ative props such as drums, and the 


African maracas. The event will be 
outside, masks required, and six feet 
social distancing. Bring a sturdy 
chair and have some fun. If someone 
doesn’t want to participate, bring a 
chair and watch the fun. 

This program is funded by a 
generous grant provided by the 
Worthington Cultural Council, a local 
agency, which is supported by the 
Mass Cultural Council. 
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From left, Russ LaPierre, Kim Kelliher, and Karen McTaggart 
pose next to the lost Jethro Jones Cemetery in North 
Submitted photos 


Blandford. 
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Public hearing needed for nuisance dog complaint 


BLANDFORD — Kim Blanchette 
of Birch Hill Road brought to the 
board’s attention that the pit bull Dixie 
belonging to John and Susan Vurovecz, 
also on Birch Hill Road, was “off leash’’ 
and came after her and her dog, Trooper. 

Blanchette had similar instances of 
the dog chasing her before and a public 
hearing was held at the end of last sum- 
mer regarding Dixie’s behavior and lack 
of control by her owners. 

Dixie was declared a Nuisance Dog 
and the board issued an order September 
1, 2020, stating that Dixie “shall not 


FIX 


up truck, clearly recognizable as such, 
while Girard placed the water emergency 
notice at each door. 

It all started Friday, April 9, with a 
break on Russell Stage Road. The leak 
in the water main was located under the 
Massachusetts Turnpike I-90 overpass. 
Unfortunately, the cast iron water main 
is sandwiched between two conduits, one 
for Verizon and the other for Eversource. 
The process of repair/replacement will 
be complex and difficult. 

A short-term solution, or work- 
around a possible long-term water 
outage, was created by the Water 
Department. Shutoff valves were 
installed before the overpass and after 
the overpass. Water was routed through 





Blandford Board of Health member Jennifer 
Girard posts water emergency notices at 
every home on Russell Stage Road and 
Maple Lane on April 11, accompanied by 


Town Administrator Joshua A. Garcia. 
Photos by Mary Kronholm 


be allowed outdoors on the improved 
portion of the owners’ property located 
at 12 Birch Hill Road; within 500 feet 
of any public way...or on any proper- 
ty owned by any other person (includ- 
ing public ways of the Town), unless it 
is secured behind a fence or held on a 
leash held by a responsible adult.” 

On Thursday, April 8, Dixie was 
not on a leash nor contained in a fenced- 
in area, as had been proscribed, when 
she chased Blanchette and her dog. The 
owner apparently observed the incident, 
but did nothing, according to Blanchette 


approximately 650 feet of fire hose from 
the fire hydrant above the overpass on 
Russell Stage Road to the hydrant on the 
downhill side of the overpass. According 
to Water Superintendent Gordon Avery, 
he had notified the Board of Health and 
they took care of the notification. He 
also said that additional chlorine had 
been added to the water to help impede 
any “possibility of contamination.” 

The water flowing through this 
Rube Goldberg arrangement and must 
be at a rolling boil for one full min- 
ute before use for human consumption 
according to the Board of Health notice. 

The water break on Russell Stage 
Road was further complicated by a sec- 
ond water main break on Otis Stage 
Road just beyond the Highway Garage. 
Repairs to that area made it necessary 
to cut the water off to the entire town 





Board of Health member Jennifer Girard, 
Town Administrator Joshua A. Garcia, and 
Water Superintendent Gordon Avery discuss 


water break issues with Mark Boomsma, 
not pictured, in truck. 


and witnesses. 

The matter has been referred to the 
town’s Animal Control Officer Terry 
Donovan. A public hearing will be con- 
ducted to consider further action. 

The board reviewed capital expen- 
diture items for the coming year, depart- 
mental expenses and the first draft of the 
warrant for the Annual Town Meeting 
on June 21. 

The Select Board announced that 
the Westfield Starfires baseball team 
will hold a Blandford Day at Bullens 
Field on Saturday, July 17, at 6:30 p.m. 


center, not just Russell Stage Road. 
Avery said he waited as long as possible 
Saturday night before shutting off the 
water supply to the center. 

Water was eventually gradually 
restored Sunday morning shortly after 9 
a.m. 

The return had to be gradual, 
according to Avery, to allow “the clear 
well to re-fill”’ He explained when there 
are water main breaks, “‘the clear well is 
depleted and needs to re-fill,’ which was 
why the water to the center of town was 
shut off overnight. 

Under current conditions, he 
added, should there be a fire, the Fire 
Department cannot use a hydrant as a 
resource. 

Fire Chief Dave Mottor said Sunday 
morning that surrounding towns are 
aware of the situation and are prepared to 
bring in water tankers if necessary. 

Considering the breaks, Avery said, 
“T hope this opens everyone’s eye as to 
just how fragile the department is right 
now.” He said that 50 years of neglect 





just before the I-90 overpass on Russell 
Stage Road. 








Left, Deep in the woods, not on a map, is the final resting 
place of Mr. Jones and possibly his wife marked only with 
field stones. This is a tiny Cemetery with one gravestone 
left of Giles Tracy revolutionary war hero, his wife’s stone 
broken at the bottom and nowhere to be found, and one of 
the daughter’s simple stone does remain. No fence, no gate, 
no sign, formally known as Negro Hill Road. Above, Ronnie 
and Finley helped locate the lost cemetery. 


BOH declares water 
emergency, boil order 


BLANDFORD — As of April 11, 
2021, residents of Russell Stage Road 
and Maple Lane on the town’s water sys- 
tem, approximately 78 homes and one 
municipal building, must boil water at 
a rolling boil for one full minute before 
using for any human consumption until 
further notice. This is due to the water 
main break and having to temporarily 
bypass the break using unfiltered water. 

Questions should be directed to the 
Board of Health at 413-848-4279 ext. 
410, or boh @townofblandford.com. 
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have taken their toll and water mains 
need to be replaced. The buildup of res- 
idue over time is diminishing the water 
flow and making the pipes vulnerable to 
breaks. 

Avery said that the cooperation and 
help his department received from all the 
town departments was great, and much 
appreciated. He cited Garcia, Girard, 
Fire Chief Mottor, and Deputy Chief 
Tom Ackley and several other members 
of the fire department who helped by 
contacting neighboring towns Chester, 
Russell and Huntington, to borrow hose. 

Water Department Superintendent 
Gordon Avery and Water Commissioners 
Michael Keier and Brian Champiney met 
with the Selectboard on Monday, April 
12, to discuss the two water main breaks 
over the weekend. Russell Stage Road’s 
leak announced itself first Friday after- 
noon at about 3:30 according to Avery. 
Then Otis Stage Road followed closely 
afterwards Saturday morning when a 
four-inch main ruptured just west of the 
Highway Garage. 

There is no shutoff valve located 
in that area and it necessitated shutting 
water off to the whole center of town 
until repairs could be made. 

“There will be dirty water for a 
while,” said Avery, noting the turbidity, 
and he advised any household affected 
with dirty water to just flush out their 
system. Any water filters will have to be 
changed as well. 

The select board declared a local 
emergency jeopardizing residents’ health 
and safety, which in turn will permit the 
town to deficit spend in an amount up to 
$100,000 to make the urgent repairs to 
Russell Stage Road. 

Questions from people attending 
the meeting virtually included safety of 
using dish washers, clothes washers, and 
showering or bathing. 
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amount the town would owe. 

“We have really been gifted this 
by the state, that 83%, that’s uncom- 
mon,” Nardi said. “We worked really 
well with the state on this project and 
we're very grateful for all their assis- 
tance.” 

Chairman Bill Sayre expressed 
a concern in funding the engineering 
design only to have the project not 
move to a construction phase. 

“If we pay for this engineering, is 
there a guarantee the construction will 
happen?” he asked. 

“I don’t see how they can deny 
this project forever. The problems it 
has is the same as every other project 
in every other hilltown because we 
don’t have the development the cities 
have,” Nardi replied. “The key is those 
projects, you have to move them along, 
getting them to 25% [design] is usually 
the click in. I feel like, yes, it is inevi- 
table it will happen.” 

She also said it is unlikely the 
project would go to construction 
before 2025, and 2026 or 2027 is a 
more likely window. 

The $7 million dollar project can 
never be fully funded by the town as 
it’s a complete reconstruction of the 
road, including drainage. The drain- 
age also was not designed to protect 
Northampton’s reservoir if a spill hap- 
pens on the roadway. Nardi said the 
town is pushing the project toward the 
Transportation Improvement Program 
to help fund it. 

“The road is in very poor condi- 
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senators seem to favor, it could revive 
the requirement that senators intent 
on blocking legislation actually must 
get up and talk about it—which would 
have some drawbacks but at least would 
make it clear who’s standing in the way. 

The Senate’s rules are a big rea- 
son we have a Congress that struggles 
to get things done—and a big rea- 
son our democracy seems to be ham- 
strung. I believe wholeheartedly in 
representative democracy, and in not 
trying to shortcut it or to restrict it: 
Proposals in front of Congress should 
be able to get a full debate and an 
up-or-down vote in which Americans’ 
elected representatives make clear 


from page I 


tion and takes considerable town funds 
to keep it in safe condition,’ Nardi 
said. “This is an extremely busy road 
and was not designed to handle the 
heavy traffic, pedestrians and bicyclists 
that travel it daily.” 

Nardi said she has also received 
input from a resident who is con- 
cerned fixing the road will open it up 
to more speeding issues. Selectman 
Dave Mathers pointed out engineering 
designs for the project would not be 
handling speed mitigation, it would be 
something for the town to address. 

“There is concern about that road 
becoming a superhighway and they 
feel people already travel very quickly 
on that road,” Nardi said. 

“We could ask them what their 
recommendation to set the speed limit 
is, but they’re not going to get into the 
mitigation of speed issues, that’s up to 
the town police and both towns deal 
with that,’ Mathers said. 

Town officials agreed the town 
can’t do anything to address the road 
issues as it currently drains annually 
to keep it serviceable. Nardi said resi- 
dents will be able to share input during 
each step of the design process, so 
concerns like speeding will have ample 
time to be considered and addressed, 
starting with a public hearing once the 
project hits 25% design. 

“That’s an opportunity for these 
folks to share and that would be a dis- 
cussion for us, if the concern is legit- 
imate, how do we plan to deal with 
that,” she said. 


from page 4 


where they stand. That’s how we hold 
them accountable and how legisla- 
tive bodies go about the hard work of 
finding broadly acceptable solutions 
to difficult challenges. The filibuster 
allows a small group of them to side- 
step all that. 

Lee Hamilton is a Senior Advisor 
for the Indiana University Center 
on Representative Government; a 
Distinguished Scholar at the IU 
Hamilton Lugar School of Global and 
International Studies; and a Professor 
of Practice at the IU O’Neill School 
of Public and Environmental Affairs. 
He was a member of the U.S. House of 
Representatives for 34 years. 
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Noble View hosts story walk 


RUSSELL — The Hilltown Family 
Center and The Appalachian Mountain 
Club invite families to a story walk at 
Noble View Outdoor Center, located at 
635 South Quarter Road in Russell. 

Pages of “I Went Walking” by Sue 
Williams will adorn the 0.4-mile length 
of Mac Ross Trail which rises to a spec- 
tacular hilltop view. “I Went Walking” 
will remain on the trail for self-guided 
story walks until Monday, April 26. 

Families are invited to come at any 
time, no registration required, during 
daylight hours to walk the trail and read 
the book at their leisure. Please be aware 


that no restroom facilities are available 
at Noble View at this time and this trail 
is not handicapped accessible or suitable 
for strollers. Participants are to adhere 
to all posted AMC and Hilltown Family 
Center COVID-19 protocols including 
wearing a mask and social distancing. 

This story walk was generously 
funded by a Community Development 
Block Grant through the Town of Chester 
and in collaboration with the Hilltown 
Family Center and the volunteers and 
resources of the Appalachian Mountain 
Club. There is no charge to participants 
for this story walk. 


Lunches available at Senior Center 


RUSSELL — Seniors can enjoy 
a delicious fresh cooked meal without 
stepping into the kitchen. Twice each 
week, Highland Valley Elder Services 
delivers freshly made take and eat lunch- 
es to the Russell Senior Center. 

Distributed at noon on Tuesday and 
Thursday, the meals are specially pre- 
pared to meet the dietary needs of the 
older members of our community. While 
there is no charge for the meal, a $3 
donation is suggested. 

To reserve a meal, call the Russell 
COA at 413-862-6217 two days before 
the lunch service day. 

The menu on Tuesday, April 20, is 


cheese omelet with sausage, steamed 
broccoli, orange juice, French Toast 
stick, and applesauce. 

The menu on Thursday, April 22, 
is yankee pot roast with gravy, butter- 
nut squash, oven roasted potatoes, whole 
wheat bread, and tapioca pudding with 
whipped topping. 

The menu on Tuesday, April 27, is 
vegetable lasagna with primavera Italian 
blend, apple juice, whole wheat roll, and 
birthday cake. 

The menu on Thursday, April 29, is 
chicken cacciatore, split pea soup, cav- 
atappi noodles, rye bread, and chilled 
peaches. 


GOSHEN 
Meltdown raises $1.1k for firefighters 


GOSHEN — Bolstered by $747 in 
donations, this year’s Goshen Meltdown 
raised $1,186.73 for the Goshen 
Firefighters Association. 

The annual fundraiser has raises 
money for a local nonprofit organization 
through ticket sales and donations. Bob 
Labrie, who coordinates the Meltdown 
each year, said the money will go a long 
way for the small, volunteer fire depart- 
ment. 

The Meltdown ended on March 29 at 
12:16 p.m. It was very close to last year’s 
date and time, which fell through the ice 
at 1:38 p.m. on March 28. This year’s 
winner was Brianna Gayle, who grand- 


CHESTER 


Check inactive voter status before May 1 


CHESTER —The Annual Town 
election will be held on Saturday, May 
1, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the town hall 
auditorium. Early voting is by mail only. 
Residents can go to the Mass.Gov web- 
site and download an application or call 
the Town Clerk’s office 413-354-6603 to 
register to vote. 

Anyone that has not returned the 
Annual Street List in January will be put 
on the inactive voting list. Notices that 
the office has not received a resident’s 
2021 street census will be resent after 
April 16. If someone receives the second 
one in the mail, please sign and return it 
to the clerk’s office as soon as possible 
so the voter can be taken off the inac- 
tive voters list. Please check all informa- 
tion for mistakes and list everyone in the 
household. If someone doesn’t remem- 
ber seeing a street census this year, they 
probably didn’t. 

On Election Day, some voters may 
find that their names have been placed 
on the list of inactive voters. The inac- 
tive voters list is made up of registered 
voters who have not responded to the 
annual street list or subsequent confir- 
mation notice. Inactive voters may still 
vote, but will first be asked to show iden- 
tification and will be required to fill out 
an affirmation of current and continuous 


residence. 

Under state law, every city and town 
is required to communicate with each 
household and compile an annual street 
list, also known as a city or town census. 
Most cities and towns choose to commu- 
nicate with residents by mail. 

If a voter fails to respond to the 
annual street list, they will be placed on 
the inactive voters list and their local 
election official will send out a confirma- 
tion notice, which the voter is asked to 
sign and return. The confirmation notice 
is meant to confirm that the voter con- 
tinues to reside at the address at which 
he or she is registered, or if the voter has 
moved, update the address on file. Voters 
who fail to return confirmation notices 
will remain on the inactive voters list. 

The ballot has contested races for 
the open Selectboard seat between Jason 
Forgue and Frank Pero Jr.; Greg Harrison 
and Duane Pease are contesting an open 
seat on the Board of Health. Currently, 
there is no one running for the two 
vacant positions for Library Trustee, a 
three-term on the Board of Assessors; 
and a two-term for town moderator. 

For more information or questions 
about the election, contact the Town 
Clerk’s office at rdalesandro @ townof- 
chester.net or 413-354-6603. 


parents own a cottage on Hammond Pond. 
Labrie said Gayle almost didn’t win as her 
postmarked March 25th letter didn’t arrive 
until April 7; from Yardley, PA to Goshen, 
it took almost two weeks for the letter to 
traverse a couple hundred miles. 

After taxes, the permit fee and a few 
incidental expenses, Gayle will receive a 
check for $439.73 while the other half of 
the ticket proceeds join the donation total 
for a cumulative total of $1,186.73 raised 
for the Firefighters Association. Donations 
are still being accepted for those who 
missed the ticket deadline, but would like 
to contribute. Visit goshenmafire.com/ 
meltdown for more information. 
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Melvyn Hook — 
Write in candidate for 
Town Moderator 


Melvyn’s (Mel) connection 
to the Town of Chester dates back 
to almost the turn of the century, 
both his parents and grandparents 
were lifelong residents of Chester. 
Mel moved home to Chester in 
2012 to care for and support his, 
now deceased, aunt, Eleanor 
Laurent of Maple Street. Mel has 
served our country as a member 
of the U.S. Navy, is licensed by 
the Commonwealth to teach fire- 
arm safety, and is a certified NRA 
instructor as well as being an 
ordained minister. 

Mel’s dedication and commit- 
ment to community are clearly evi- 
denced by his actions. He works 
with Brightside for Families and 
Children and for eight years has 
been a primary organizer of their 
annual Toy Ride. He is the Chapter 
Chairman for two youth organiza- 
tions that provide needed support, 
guidance, and structure to under- 





privileged youth: The Woronocco 
Squires Manor, working with boys 
ages 9-11, and the Tekoa Chapter 
Order of DeMolay for young men 
ages 12-21. Mel has been awarded 
the DeMolay Cross of Honor by 
the International Supreme Council. 
Mel is Past Master of the Mount 
Moriah Mason Lodge of Westfield 
and is Most Wise Master of the 
Springfield Chapter of the Rose 
Croix and is the recipient of two 
Grand Masters Awards. Currently, 
Mel is the Chapter Chairman of the 
Massachusetts Widows Program 
and has received the Golden Gavel 
Award for his work in the orga- 
nization. Overseeing many meet- 
ings in these many capacities, Mel 
is well versed in Roberts Rules of 
Order and Parliamentary Procedures 
as well as Open Meeting Law. He 
understands the importance of 
impartial and fair administration 
of formal meetings and is commit- 
ted to upholding the integrity and 
principles of these events. Please 
write in Melvyn Hook for Town 
Moderator on the ballot on May 1, 
202 1. 
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Visit TJBarkMulch.com for Coupons 


18 Different All Organic Double Ground Premium Mulches 
Pine e Spruce e Hemlock e Cedar e Red, Black & Brown 
Playground ¢ Forest Blend « Topsoil e Seasoned Firewood Ed facebook. 
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We are a mulch manufacturer, not a resaler of other people’s products. This means no middleman, 
and you save on the best product around. Come visit us on the web for great deals! 


413-569-2400 | 25 Sam West Road, Southwick, MA | 860-654-1975 
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MIDDLEFIELD 





MIDDLEFIELD SENIOR CENTER 


Lunch is served at the Senior before. Pick-up and delivery are avail- 
Center, 169 Skyline Trail, Middlefield, able. 
each Wednesday at noon. The menu on Wednesday, April 21, 
A $3 donation is suggested. is chef salad with ham, egg, cheese, let- 
Reservations should be made, and meal __tuce, tomato, and cucumber, macaroni 
choice stated, by calling and leaving a_ salad, whole wheat bread, and blueber- 
message at 413-623-9990 the Monday _ ry yogurt. 
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WELCOME BACK 
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The Westhampton Council on Aging held their first springtime hike coordinated by 
Ray Fontaine. The two-mile walk was the first since the Pandemic began and social 
distancing and masks were observed. It began on Edwards Road in Westhampton. 
Pictured left to right are Lynn Shapiro, Linda Chastain, Cecilia Stypek, Ray Fontaine, 
Julia Lennen, Janet Weber, Dave Herships, Deb Luckeus, Lilly Baxter, Chuck Horn, Wendy 


Blow. Submitted photo by Norm Cotnoir 


Overview MVP listening session 
to meet virtually Thursday, April 29 


WESTHAMPTON — Residents 
are invited to join a discussion about 
the town’s municipal vulnerability pre- 
paredness on Thursday, April 29, from 
7 to 8 p.m. 

Due to the COVID-19 pandem- 
ic and the Governor’s guidelines for 
distancing and gatherings, the meeting 


Tid. 
MULC 


INC. 


will be held virtually. Login details for 
the Zoom meeting are available on the 
town website, Westhampton-ma.com. 

The discussion will include an 
overview of the MVP program, climate 
change in Westhampton, town strengths 
and vulnerabilities, priorities, and dis- 
cussions or questions. 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertis- 
er is requested to check 


Since 1985 


their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 
responsible for more 
than one corrected in- 
sertion, nor will be li- 
able for any error in 
pe an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu- 
pied by the item in the 
advertisement. 
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mitments to Middlefield, and families there’s little 
time to attend training. 

“We don’t do this job for the money. We do it 
basically to serve our community,” Dion said. “If 
they’re going to pull us away for however many hours 
they decide on...it’s going to be very difficult for our 
officers.” 

Blais said one of the ways they’re looking to help 
with training time is maximizing online training hours. 
While 40 hours for each of in-person driving, fire- 
arms, and use of force and de-escalation tactics must 
be completed in person, the remaining 80 hours can 
be done remotely to reduce some of the time officers 
spend away from their communities. 

“We’re trying to make sure we can maximize 
those online training hours,” she said. “We’d like to 
see more training offered at a physical location in 
Western Massachusetts besides Springfield.” 

The Selectboard asked if consideration has been 
given to making exemptions for small town depart- 
ments or giving them more time to comply with the 
new regulations. 

“T have not gotten any traction on that,’ Hinds 
said. 

Everyone was in agreement additional training is 
good for all parties involved, but current implementa- 
tion is difficult for the part-time departments. 

“We’re not opposed to extra training for sure, it 
just has to be broken down for some towns like ours,” 
Dion said. 

“Everybody agrees great, we’re going to have 
more training, having place officers and departments 
working at their A game...but there are serious impli- 
cations for small towns,” said Hinds. “Talking to a 
lot of departments before these new requirements we 
were hearing some challenges and concerns and ques- 
tions...this is all kind of accelerating those conversa- 
tions.” 

“The main bucket of concerns we’ve been hearing 
from communities are around the fiscal challenges... 
coupled with the backfilling of police officers that are 
attending the training,’ agreed Blais. 

Blais told the town officials representatives 
from Western Mass. had a productive with Public 
Safety and Security Secretary Thomas Turco and the 
Municipal Police Training Committee to discuss the 
concerns they’ve been hearing. 

“It was a positive discussion where they recog- 
nized there are very unique challenges facing our rural 
communities and they are willing to work with us not 
only to nail down those challenges but also identify 
solutions,” Blais said. 

Part of the conversation included the discussion of 
possible strategies to help departments retain their offi- 
cers once they become full-time. There’s widespread 
concern among hilltown police chiefs that they’Il lose 
their part-time officers to larger city departments once 
they’re qualified to be paid full-time. 

“Why would you stay as a part-time officer when 
you can make this a career?” Dion said. 

“There is the ability currently to put in place a 
contract where if a community pays for your training, 
you have to stay in that community for two years,” 
Blais said. “The other thing we talked about was the 
MPTC to work with chiefs across the Commonwealth 
to come to an understanding that if you’re trained by 
a municipality that you’ll not be looking to remove 
those officers form that municipality for a certain 
number of time.” 

The legislators thanked the town for valuable 
input and feedback, including Dion’s comments to let 
officers choose when to do their training to best fit 
their professional and personal schedules rather than 
having the state order each officer when they must 
come in for training. 

Blais told Dion the MPTC has 1s already reconsid- 
ering having training be based on alphabetical order. 
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49 It’s currently gathering information on the current 

Ib roster and training level for all Commonwealth depart- 
ments, expected to be completed by May 1, and then 
evaluating what the process will look like from that 
point. 
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Blais and Hinds are also looking into looking for 

$ 44 other ways to inject funds into the towns. One of these 

Ib ways is through new bill Blais introduced to the House 

of Representatives to look at the costs communities 

have had to shoulder for dirt road maintenance and 
repair. 

“Middlefield has the highest percentage of unpaid 
roads based on total roadway miles,” Blais said. 
“We’ve seen in recent years that we’re getting more 
and more freeze and thaw cycles that are resulting in 
multiple mud seasons... We’re hoping to begin look- 
ing at what those costs are to lay the groundwork for, 
hopefully, a new funding source in the next transporta- 
tion bill.” 
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John Little’s great grandson Mason, left, is excited to wish_ The line of cars queued up to drive by the Little’s house 
him a happy birthday. stretches far up New State Road. 
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Dozens of vehicles came out to wish John Little a happy 
99th birthday on Sunday, April 11. Little is a Montgomery 
staple with 52 years of service in The Police Department 
and as town constable. He also served for 32 years in 
the town Fire Department. A very dedicated and proud 
townsperson, his daughter-in-law Patty Little proudly said, 


“he never missed a meeting” during all those years. 
Photos by Peter Spotts 
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Saturday, April 17th - 3 PM-?? 


BBQ e Giveaways ¢ Live Music Starting at 6PM Kittie & The Beard 
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Open everyday 11am-9pm 
www.routespub.com 
413-623-6026 
3235 Main Street 
Becket, MA 


John Little’s son Rich collects all the balloons cars dropped 
off as they drove by. 
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Call today for a free consultation! 
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Graduation planned for in-person commencement ceremony 


By Peter Spotts 


Last year, Hampshire Regional High 
School students experienced a unique, 
individual graduation ceremony edited 
together into a virtual class celebration 
and streamed online for all to enjoy due 
to COVID-19. 

This year, Principal Kristen Smidy 
and school administration, following 
guidelines set by the Department for 
Elementary and Secondary Education, 


SUPERINTENDENT 


Garivaltis, and Smidy. 

“IT believe that Kristen had, during 
her interview, the right exact mix of pro- 
fessionalism. You could tell she took her 
notes and did her research, and she was 
able to come back with her own enthusi- 
asm,” Forgue said. 

The 13 people who make up the 
School Committee each commented 
that Flanagan was well educated, well 
spoken, qualified, had experience, had 
a background that could benefit the dis- 
trict, and was talented. Regardless of all 
these traits, committee members felt that 
Flanagan wasn’t the best fit for the dis- 
trict and that the other candidates better 
fit the role Gateway needs. 

A similar discussion was had about 
Bazyk, as he has an extensive amount 
of regional experience having previous- 
ly worked as a superintendent, he had 
practice and was personable during the 
interviews. Though with all his good 
reviews there were moments in inter- 
views, feedback, and reviews that made 
the committee members ultimately 
decide that Bazyk wasn’t the right fit. 
Forgue mentioned that some feedback 
he received mentioned reasons and con- 
cerns for Bazyk leaving previous dis- 
tricts can directly match up with some of 
the problems Gateway is having, making 
him not the favorable candidate to take 
over after Hopson retires. This narrowed 
down the field to Smidy and Garivaltis. 

“For me it comes down to our other 
two candidates Kristen and Kurt, I think 
both bring something to the table that 
are fantastic for our district right now. 
I think Kristen’s enthusiasm and her 
personality shown through in each of 
the interviews and each of the forums, I 
think her experience at a regional school 
district is a great positive for us, proxim- 
ity to the area I think is a great plus to 
us as well,’ Forgue said. “I think Kurt’s 
extensive background in notably our dis- 
trict, but also extensive other background 


GRINSPOON 


Murphy is nearing the end of her 
15th year teaching, with all but one of 
those being at New Hingham. She has 
taught pre-K, Kindergarten, first grade, 
and second grade, gathering a unique 
perspective of being able to see how 
children develop in those early, impres- 
sionable education years. 

“As an educator, seeing the unique 
stages of human development as it 
relates to the educational journey, I just 
feel really lucky that I’ve been able to 
experience it at different points along 
the way,” she said. “I’m really providing 
the initial building blocks and experienc- 
es for these young children that will be 
their foundation for the rest of their lives, 
really, when you think about it.” 

“The students and families are for- 
tunate to have such an innovative educa- 
tor, particularly during one of the most 
important times of their educational 
career,’ said McMillan. “She is a cham- 
pion in the field of elementary educa- 
tion and her colleagues are fortunate to 
have such a collaborative, committed, 
visionary, open minded, and inspiring 
educator.” 

The foundation Murphy is laying is 
a sense of wonder and joy when it comes 


are hoping students will be able to return 
to celebrating their penultimate high 
school moment as a class together again. 

“DESE has given guidance for 
Commencement ceremonies, and 
Hampshire’s is definitely planned to be 
in person as a group pending any major 
changes in the DESE mandates,’ Smidy 
said. “We already have lots of deposits 
out there to make it happen, so I really 
hope we don’t need to change anything.” 

Some of the parameters required to 


performances, background positions that 
he’s had, give us some also great steps 
forward, so to me it came down to those 
two.” 

This split between Smidy and 
Garivaltis was consistent with each 
member of the committee. This split was 
also present for Student Representative 
Brian Forgue, who was able to attend the 
interviews and ask the candidates a few 
questions. While he agreed that Bazyk 
was definitely the most experienced of 
the four finalists, Brian Forgue said he 
found Bazyk spent a great deal of time 
talking about his pervious experiences 
while not spending nearly enough time 
laying out a legitimate, specific plan 
for Gateway. He added while he didn’t 
interact with Garivaltis in his office at 
Gateway, he thought Garivaltis was the 
most passionate about Gateway specif- 
ically, having an energy about him that 
others have noted. 

“My son and I have been talking 
about it for the past couple days; until 
maybe an hour ago I was still up in the 
air as to which way I wanted to go,” 
Jason Forgue said. “I truly believe, in 
my opinion, Kurt is the best option to go 
forward.” 

The discussion between Smidy and 
Garivaltis continued with committee 
members speaking to Garivaltis’ expe- 
rience and the feedback and reviews 
they’ve received from those who have or 
are currently working under him. 

“Kurt Garivaltis is obviously enthu- 
siastic, he comes in without any learn- 
ing curve, he would undeniably hit the 
ground running,” Committee member 
Terri Garfield of Blandford said. “All of 
these things that have been said about 
Garivaltis, it’s very focused on the stu- 
dents. He knows the district and is very 
passionate about the district, he knows 
what he wants to do, he was also very 
strong. There’s one candidate, and that 
would be Kristen Smidy, so very early 


to the educational experience. The first 
questions she asks families during par- 
ent teacher conferences each year is “‘is 
your child happy and does he or she love 
coming to school?” 

“Tt’s so important,” she said. 

At the heart of her lessons is music. 
Whether it be piano or ukulele, Murphy 
engages her students through songs to 
help teach educational concepts in fun 
and engaging ways. Kids can often be 
heard singing the classroom songs while 
outside or on the playground. 

“Music is infused throughout the 
school day and I have a little spinet 
piano that I play, and a purple ukulele, 
and we sing throughout the day,” she 
said. “Beyond the power of music and 
song to teach educational concepts to 
young children...it raises the energy of 
the classroom community.” 

One of the most difficult challeng- 
es Murphy grapples with is helping her 
students with socioemotional needs that 
each student brings. 

“Everyone has their own story, just 
like adults, and they all bring their story 
and their experiences and their strengths 
and their weaknesses into the classroom 
community,” Murphy said. “As an educa- 


hold an in-person graduation require six 
feet of social distancing between par- 
ties and mask wearing at all times with 
the exceptions being speakers, who may 
remove their mask while speaking, and 
graduates crossing the stage to pick up 
their diploma. 

No food or drink is permitted, the 
entrance will be monitored, and diplo- 
mas will be distributed via “no touch,’ 
similar to last year with the diploma 
placed on a podium for the graduate to 


on it was back and forth between a cou- 
ple of candidates, but as these interviews 
went on it seemed that Smidy was really 
the clear choice.” 

Committee members including 
Huntington representatives Melissa 
Nazzaro, David Lubbers, and Ed 
Renauld, and Russell’s Sarah Page each 
expressed that Smidy has fresh ideas, 
and is like a breath of fresh air for the 
district, is smart and dedicated, was 
impressionable during interviews, has 
connections to state representatives 
and senators, and has dealt with simi- 
lar regional school issues that Gateway 
currently faces. These qualities and rea- 
sons made most of the school committee 
favor Smidy. 

Crane spoke last and cut to the chase 
without repeating what all the other 
committee members observed and men- 
tioned. 

“lm not going to repeat what so 
many people have already touched on; a 
lot of the things that were in my thought 
process. I had some positives and some 
draw backs for each candidate, I’m not 
going to go through all of my list, but I 
will say that the person who came out on 
top for me was Kristen Smidy,” Crane 
said. “Her practical experience in our 
neck of the woods with defending bud- 
gets, with community leaders and her 
excitement about that, and her genuine 
honest conversational style during inter- 
view put me at ease and I felt really, real- 
ly impressed with her.” 

Seeing a favorable candidate in the 
conversations Crane asked for a motion; 
Nazzaro obliged and made the motion 
to nominate Smidy as the superintendent 
choice for the district. Renauld second- 
ed the motion opening for further dis- 
cussion. Jason Forgue started the added 
discussion, mentioning that Garivaltis 
could transition to the position easily, 
there wouldn’t be a learning curve and 
he’d be able to hit the ground running; 


tor I always want to connect personally 
to my students and give them my support 
and nurturing that they need to be their 
personal best within our community.” 

Prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
Murphy enjoyed bringing in the fami- 
lies of her students and holding monthly 
tea parties where everyone could sing 
together and help create a fun communi- 
ty activity. She’s gotten creative with the 
changes caused by the pandemic, and her 
students have gotten to enjoy learning on 
the many acres of woods on the school 
property. 

“The children have built these beau- 
tiful structures out of fallen trees and 
communing with the wood fairies and 
gnomes and painting with mud on the 
tree trunks. It’s basically free range out 
there,” she said. 

Coming from a family of teachers, 
Murphy began her career at a young age, 
hosting classes for her three younger sib- 
lings and her dolls in her bedroom. She 
also performed “Annie” in her basement, 
which is used in her teachings today as 
she loves to sing the song “Tomorrow” 
with her students. 

Murphy initially tried to break away 
from her family teaching tradition, but 


pick up. Cleaning and disinfecting proto- 
cols will be in place. 

For graduates and their families, 
each graduate will be limited to no more 
than six guests, who must be registered 
in advance and complete COVID-19 
screening. Smidy said they’re still final- 
izing plans, but the students are excited 
to have the chance to be back together 
for graduation and she hopes, if all goes 
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favoring the option that would allow for 
the shortest transition time. Other com- 
mittee members expressed their support 
for Smidy and that they believe she’ll 
be able to help the school with declining 
number in students and bringing new 
ideas to the school. 

Each committee member received 
a great number of positive recommen- 
dations and positive feedback from stu- 
dents, staff, community members, and 
more speaking to the positive influence 
of Smidy. Committee member Lyndsey 
Papillon, of Russell, gave her support 
to Smidy explaining that her glowing 
reviews helped her choice. 

“T reached out to Hampshire 
Regional employees and they said the 
loss would be devastating for them, and 
a really incredible gain for Gateway,” 
Papillon said. “She has shown how she 
can be collaborative and a problem-solv- 
er when faced with unique challenges 
that only administrators of regional dis- 
tricts could understand. That coupled 
with being a new take and fresh eyes 
on district challenges we’re facing, and 
where we want to be going when moving 
forward; my say is Kristen Smidy.” 

After a brief, but still divided dis- 
cussion between both Smidy and 
Garivaltis, the committee members 
called for the vote to be taken. Smidy 
received the position of Superintendent 
with subject to negotiation with only 
Jason Forgue opposed. 

Smidy is expected to start on Aug. 1, 
with Hopson leaving on Aug. 31 to help 
with the transition. 

“T anticipate sharing information 
with Kristen over the next few months 
and asking for her input on decisions 
that will impact the district and students 
when she is superintendent and support- 
ing her in whatever ways possible as she 
moves into the role,’ Hopson said. 

For more information about the dis- 
trict, visit grsd.org. 


from page I 


after getting her Bachelor of Arts in 
English, she acknowledged her true call- 
ing and returned to school to get a teach- 
ing degree. 

“When I got to college, I was an 
English major. I was on a different path,” 
she said. “Ultimately, we end up where 
we belong.” 

She currently lives up the hill in 
Ashfield and has also lived in Conway 
for 18 years. She loves living in the hill- 
towns of Western Mass. and loves the 
community aspect being a teacher in 
small communities brings, from teach- 
ing siblings of students to seeing them 
around the town at libraries and parks. 

“One of the things I love is I teach 
the siblings and the cousins, and I have 
the oldest child come in as a kindergart- 
ner and then their three-year-old brother 
or sister comes to the tea parties and 
then a few years later that sibling is in 
my classroom,” she said. “You just feel 
like you’re a part of something so much 
bigger.” 

“I am proud of all that she has 
accomplished within our school commu- 
nity and all that she continues to contrib- 
ute outside of the classroom, too,” said 
McMillan. 
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Keep in touch with kids at camp 


Summer camp is an exciting way for children to 
spend their extended vacations from the classroom. 
Camps cater to various interests, including sports, crafts 
and even technological hobbies. 

Children who attend overnight camps may spend 
several nights away from home. Some kids take this in 
stride, while others, possibly away from home for the 
first time, may experience some homesickness. Staying in 
touch while the kids are at camp can help alleviate fears 
and show children their parents care. 

Camps now handle communication issues differently 


than they might have when today’s parents were campers. 


While it once common for campers to send handwritten 
letters or short missives home to mom and dad, technol- 
ogy has changed that. Today's campers may have access 
to email accounts, or they even may be allowed to bring 
mobile phones along. This can facilitate communication, 
but it also may take away from the camping experience. 

Parents need to find a balance between what might 
be too little or too much contact with campers. After all, 
camp is kids’ chance to grow independent for a few days 
or weeks. 

e Learn camp rules. The camp will likely provide 
information regarding correspondence. Camps may 
permit parents to send one-way emails and regular mail, 
but limit campers to 
handwritten letters only. 
Determine if mobile 
phones are allowed or 
should be left at home. 
Knowing the rules can 
help parents and kids 
plan accordingly. 


who may not know how. 

¢ Check blogs and texts. Some camps may blog about 
campers progress, post information on social media or 
send out mass texts. These messages can reassure parents 
that their youngsters are doing just fine. Figure out which 
tech options are available from camp administrators. 

e Send a care package. Treat the campers to some sup- 
plies from home. Pack camp-approved snacks and other 
reminders of home. Be sure to include enough for the en- 
tire cabin and your son or daughter will be the camp star. 

e Expect some silence. If camp is going well and 
campers days are fun-filled, they may be too busy for 
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Greene Acres Equestrian Center uc. 


SUMMER CAMPS 


July 5-9 © July 26-30 va 
August 2-6 © August 16-20 ) 
9am - 3pm (lunch not provided) } } / 
Basic Horse Care, Daily Riding, 
English @& Western, Ages 5 & up 
Call to Register (413) 813-9291 
53 Ware Road, Belchertown 


° ° 
Email: Amanda.greeneacres@gmail.com 
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Adventures Await You 
This Summer at Bement! 


A Traditional Day Camp Experience for 
Boys and Girls ages 4 to 15 years 


From Bements beautiful campus in Historic Deerfield 





¢ Pack correspon- 
dence supplies. Send kids 
to camp with fun papers, 
stickers, pens, and other 
crafty items. This way 
they'll be inspired to 


Bement Adventure Camp 
Limited spaces still available in Session I: July 5 - July 16 


SSAT Prep and Robotics 
Programs also available! 





write home once or 
twice. Provide brief les- 
sons on how to address 
an envelope for campers 
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B 
SC 
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PATHFINDER TECH 2021 


Please visit our website for 
more information & to register 
www.bement.org/summer 
Questions? 413.774.7061 


Nida 
/ SCHOOL | 


daily correspondence. Parents may get nervous when 
they dont routinely see or hear from their children, but 
chances are everything is going swimmingly. 

The camp experience is often harder on parents than 
children, as campers have their friends and activities to 
keep them busy. Brief communication helps campers 
grow more confident and independent. 


CREATIVE 
MOVEMENT 
AGES 4-6 
BEGINNER 
BALLET 

AGES 7-9 
INTENSIVES 
OPEN CLASSES 
TEENS + ADULTS 





Massachusetts Academy of Ballet 


4 OPEN SQUARE WAY STUDIO 403 HOLYOKE 413 536 6200 
WWW.MASSACADEMYOFBALLET.COM 





THIS SUMMER, 


YOUR CHILD CAN HAVE FUN 
AND LEARN NEW SKILLS! 


YouTube Content Creators/FX Masters 
DY=\V=)(e) oe) a bres al-lalalslm ®]asssi-aler-eme)a-lareliarce 
editing, graphics and sound effects skills. 


Battle Royale: 


Make 


SUMMER YOUTH ENRICHMENT PROGRAM 


Register online at: www.PathfinderTech.org 


@0 @ 


Biz Kid 
Entrepreneurs 


Auto 
Body 


Baking 
FUNdamentals 


Beauty 
Sel sterols 


((9)) = 


Robotics 
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Junior 
Chef Media 


Summer Fun 
With Art 


Tamycele 


First 
Responders VIP 
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VAT! 
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HANDS-ON FUN FOR STUDENTS ENTERING GRADES 3 THROUGH 8! 


SESSION DATES: | DEC ISTRATION! 


WEEK #1 JULY 6-9 
WEEK #2 JULY 12-16 § 


ween easuiy 260 [APRIL 1ST) snacts 


"YOUTHCAMP@PATHFINDERTECH ORG 
"MORNING DROP OFF AT 8:00 A.M. 
“PROGRAMS BEGIN AT 9:00 A.M. 
“AFTERNOON PICK UP 2:45-3:15 P.M. 


June6-A 


AND LUNCHES PROVIDED 


REGULAR PRICE: $250/WEEK (5 DAY) | $200/WEEK (4 DAY) | $800 (ALL FOUR WEEKS) | $675 (FOR THREE WEEKS) 
EARLY BIRD: $225/WEEK (5 DAY) | $180/WEEK (4 DAY) | $750 (ALL FOUR WEEKS) | $600 (FOR THREE WEEKS) 





Ages 8 - 14 


Visit hcc.edu/summer 
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Use 3D game development software to 
design your own! 


ROBLOX Makers 
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Plus... 
Minecraft Redstone Engineers 


sYomer-lanlew-Vallaarclalela 


eSports Apprentice 
Code Breakers 

Virtual Reality 
Javascript Developers 


fa 
Tale 
much 
more! 


ONLINE PROGRAMS 


HOLYOKE 
COMMUNITY 
(oxo) Xe] 3 
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persons desire to be outdoors 
can sometimes be at odds with 
the outdoors itself. The dead of 


winter tends to be a time of year when 
people know to stay indoors, but the 
dog days of summer can be dangerous 
as well. 

Heat-related diseases like dehydra- 
tion can put lives at risk. According 
to Johns Hopkins Medicine, children 
and people over the age of 60 are 
particularly susceptible to dehydration. 
Understanding dehydration and how 
to prevent it is essential for anyone who 
plans to spend time outside during the 
summer. 

What is dehydration? 

The U.S. National Library of Medi- 
cine notes that a dehydrated body does 
not have enough fluid and electrolytes 
to work properly. On an average day, 


the human body needs about three 
quarts of water. But the USNLM notes 
that anyone planning to spend time 


Belchertown Day School 
presents 


BELCHERTOWN 
SUMMER FUN 


- 4 Children are our top priority! 
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June 21st - August 27th 


Space is Limited 


Reserve your position today! 


For more information, visit 


www.belchertowndayschool.org 
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Sign-Up Time! 


Prevent dehydration 
during the dog days of summer 


i 


outside in the hot sun needs signifi- 
cantly more water than that to avoid 
dehydration. 


What are the signs of dehydration? 
Johns Hopkins Medicine notes 

that people experience 

dehydration differently. 












However, there are some 
common symptoms that 
indicate someone is dehy- 
drated. These symptoms 
include: 

e thirst, 

e less frequent urina- 


NEW, LOWER 
PRICING! 

As low as $31.50/day. 

School Age Summer Program for children 
who have completed K-6th grade. 


Summer 
Camps 


day & residential options available 


sbschool.org/summer 


(413) 323-8108 and/or email Heidi@belchertowndayschool.org 


THOMPSONS 


SUMMER GYMNASTICS 


WWW. THOMPSONSGYM. COM 


p:413-532-0374 e:tgymnastic@aol.com 


200 OLD LYMAN RD., 


SOUTH HADLEY 





g Stoneleigh-Burnham School 


in Performing Arts, 
Debate & Public Speaking 


that does not flatten when pinched and 
released. 


How to prevent dehydration 

Drinking plenty of fluids when 
working or playing in the sun is one 
way to prevent dehydration. Being 
sure to take in more fluid than you are 
losing is another way to prevent dehy- 
dration. Anyone, and especially people 
who sweat a lot, should keep a close 
eye on fluid loss when spending time 
outdoors in the summer. Sports drinks 
that help people maintain their electro- 
lyte balance, such as Gatorade, can help 
prevent dehydration as well. Pedialyte 
is often recommended for sick infants 
or children who have experienced 


tion, vomiting, as it can help restore electro- 
e dry skin, lyte balance that was adversely affected 
e fatigue, when kids became sick. The solution 


e light-headedness, 


e dizziness, 


can be equally effective at restoring 
electrolyte balance that was thrown off 
e confusion, and during heat exposure. 
e dry mouth and mucous Dehydration poses a significant 
membranes, health risk at any time of year, but peo- 
e increased heart rate and breathing. 
Children who are dehydrated may 


exhibit additional symptoms, includ- 


ple who spend time out in the summer 
heat may be especially vulnerable. Lim- 
iting time spent outdoors on hot days 

ing dry mouth and tongue; no tears and keeping a close eye on your fluid 
and crying; no wet diapers for sev- intake and fluid levels can help prevent 


eral hours; sunken abdomen, eyes or dehydration. 


Camp Marshall 


cheeks; listlessness; irritability; and skin 
Day & Overnight Options for 


Traditional & Horse Camp Ages 7-16 


Cloverbud Day Camp Ages 4-6 e Leadership Programs 
Mini-Camp Program ¢ Fun Theme Weeks 


Join us for a fun, hands-on outdoor summer experience! 
Make friends & memories that last a lifetime! 


Financial Aid Available! Visit us online for Rates, Dates & Registration 
www.CampMarshall.net ¢ 508-885-4891 ¢ 92 McCormick Road, Spencer, MA 01562 


mR. > Co-@d © Grades 1-8 
so s. —Tiite 28 28 - aude 6 


Space is 

ace into summer at Camn 1 bee 
in a = sodon't | 

Race mp MacDutfier = > don 


Be part of this year’s camps and discover the true meaning 
of summer...having fun and making friends! 


Camp MacDuffie offers six weeks of exciting camp experiences: 


Week 1: June 28-July2 Week 4: July 19 - 23 
Week 2: July 5-9 Week 5: July 26 - 30 
Week 3: July 12 - 16 Week 6: August 2 - 6 


Camp programs include: 
Arts ¢ Athletics © Coding ® Creative Writing * Dance * Theater ® Science ® Culinary Arts 


Monday-Friday 9am-3pm ® Area field trips and lunch included 
Additional morning and afternoon hours available 


Register now for summertime fun at summer.macduffie.org 


' The MacDuffie School * 66 School Street ¢ Granby, MA 01033 ¢ 413.255.0000 Ext.110 





Country Journal ¢ Thursday, April 15, 2021 


3 Al's Tire & Auto Repair 


When it comes to tires we do It all, 
from wheelbarrows to big rigs. 


MOST MAJOR TIRE BRANDS AVAILABLE 


Brakes, Shocks, Struts, Front End Repairs & Alignments 
Air Conditioning Service, Check Engine Lights 


918 Southampton Road, Westfield, MA 01085 
Monday - Friday 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 


Mike Morin 562-3391 ~ 562-1 704 David Fasser 
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3. Fish farm 
4, Arrangements 
5, Go in advance of 


CLUES ACROSS 

1, Pituitary hormone 
(abbr.) 

4, Ceramic jars 

9, Monetary units 

14. Alias 

15. “Superman” actor 

16. Britonic tribe 

17. Shorten 

18. LA Dodgers 


43. Trade 

44. Nostrils 

46. Ticket seller __ hub 

49. Of | others 

90. Institute legal 6. Bulgarian monetary 
proceedings against unit 

91. Takes apart 7." Maria” 

90. Doorway 8. W. African 

98. Long int'l river ethnoreligious 

99. Trailblazing athlete group 
manager Gibson 9, Wild Asian oxen 

20. Hoarded 60. Former CBS News genus 

22. Theatrically portray host 10. Vinegary 

23. Noah’s grandson 64. Sign language 11. To this 

24. Dependent 69. Badgerlike mammal 12. Explosive 

28. Peyton's little 66. Thin strips of wood = 13. Female sibling 
brother 67. Brooklyn hoopster 19. Orlando museum 

29. Cools the house 68. Portents of good (abbr.) 

30. Principle part of or evil 21. Type of hoop 

31. Type of wrap 69. Footwear 24. About Holy Father 

33. Peels 70. When you think 29. Academic 

37. Commercial you'll arrive environment 

38. Make an attempt 26. Extremely angry 

39. Arrange insteps CLUES DOWN 27. Surrenders 

41, U. Utah athlete 1. Batflower genus 31. Swiss mountain 

42. Old English 2. Predatory seabirds pass 
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32. Sharp mountain 
ridge 

34. Erases 

35. Spielberg's alien 

36. Absurd 

40. Dorm worker 

41, Used to make 
pesticides 

45. The sister of your 
father or mother 

47. A way to let know 

48. Can’t produce much 
vegetation 

52. Small streams 

93. Folk singer DiFranco 

94. Weights 

56. Start over 

57. Black Sea resort city 

99. Wimbledon champ 

60. Corporate executive 
(abbr.} 

61. Unskilled actor who 
overacts 

62. Bravo! Bravo! Bravo! 

63. Of or relating to 
ears 


lye 6|s |e 
218 |6 DE 
6j9|8 
elsiefzlzle}iloly 
yle|o 816] 2 


page 13 


e Locally Owned & Operated for 50 Years 
) © Oil Customers - 24 Hour Emergency 


service & Automatic Delivery Available 


e New System Installations - 


4 Mitsubishi Electric Diamond Dealer 
agSff1 J) Heating Oil Plus - Maximize Energy 
-< Dollars: Keep system running Clean 


79 Union St., Rear 2, Easthampton, MA 01027 


=ATING INC. 


Fueling pabdeertac Since 1966 


THIS WEEK'S HOROSCOPES 


ARIES 

Mar 21/Apr 20 

Aries, if you feel like 
every day is the same 
thing, then figure out a 
way to add some spark 
to the week. Invite 
friends for an adven- 
ture or embrace a new 
hobby. 


TAURUS 

Apr 21/May 21 

Taurus, find ways to 
entertain your family 
and yourself without 
breaking the bank. Rec- 
reational centers and 
parks are often free and 
have many possibilities. 


GEMINI 

May 22/Jun 21 

Gemini, explore more 
Creative pursuits in the 
days to come. You can 
find many great ideas 
and starter kits for arts 
and crafts projects at 
your local craft store. 
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CANCER 

Jun 22/Jul 22 

Don’t pressure yourself 
into taking on more than 
you can handle, Cancer. 
Even though you may 
feel up to the challenge, 
there’s no shame in ac- 
cepting help. 


LEO 

Jul 23/Aug 23 

Leo, this week you may 
find yourself looking 
inward, which is_ not 
necessarily the norm for 
you. Try connecting with 
others as it may do you 
some good. 


VIRGO 

Aug 24/Sept 22 

A new relationship could 
start this week, Virgo. 
Don’t try to put on airs; 
just be yourself and you 
will likely find that ev- 
erything will work out 
for the best. 


Here’s How It Works: 
sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 


413-527-0194 


Open Mon.-Fri. 7:30 am - 4:00 pm 


LIBRA 

Sept 23/0ct 23 
Financial uncertain- 
ty has you rethinking 
things this week, Libra. 
Just be sure you are not 
being pennywise but 
dollar foolish. Make cuts 
across the board. 


SCORPIO 

Oct 24/Nov 22 

Scorpio, when another 
person confides in you, 
it is up to you to keep 
his or her secret, unless 
you believe doing so 
would be harmful to that 
person. Maintain your 
trustworthy reputation. 


SAGITTARIUS 
Nov 23/Dec 21 
Sagittarius, don’t rush 
ahead on a_ project, 
even if you think you are 
ready to move forward. 
Give it a few more days 
of careful consideration 
before diving right in. 


CAPRICORN 
Dec 22/Jan 20 
Capricorn, as tedious 
as research can be, it 
is ultimately necessary 
if you are planning a 
big move or a change 
in your financial situa- 
tion. Seek professional 
advice, if necessary. 


AQUARIUS 

Jan 21/Feb 18 
Aquarius, some de- 
tails are still up in the 
air about a potential 
trip or adventure. But 
that doesn’t mean 
you can’t get excited 
about the prospects. 


PISCES 

Feb 19/Mar 20 

Pisces, if you are being 
too critical of yourself, 
change your way of 
thinking. Others do not 
view you in the same 
manner. 


Fun By The 
Numbers 


Like puzzles? 
Then you'll love 
sudoku. This 
mind-bending 
puzzle will have 
you hooked from 
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3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle! 


the moment you 
Square off, So 
sharpen your 
pencil and put 
your Sudoku 
savvy to the test! 
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WESTFIELD NATIONALLY ADVERTISED MERCHANDISE FOR ALL MAKES & MODELS 


AUTO PARTS we 


Now stocking 
Car Quest 
Filters made 
by WIX, 


* Complete Auto Machine Shop Service »* Engine Rebuilding Of All Kinds 
* Authorized Caterpillar Hydraulic Hose Dealer * Hydraulic Hoses uD 
Call “DALE” 8-12 BIRGE AVE., WESTFIELD sae 
Bailing Twine 


Dial 568-8944 o 568-1611 Fax # 568-1554 a Batis 


CARQUEST 
| 


AUTO PARTS 
& SUPPLIES 
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OBITUARY 





Kevin Lloyd Barnard, 66 


Kevin Lloyd Barnard went home to 
Jesus on March 20, 2021 at the age of 66. 

Kevin was a beloved son of Ralph Otto 
and Lurena Mae (Fuller) Barnard born on 
Jan. 20,1955. Kevin grew up in Blandford, 
MA and attended the local school dis- 
trict. Kevin met his wife Susan working at 
Kentucky Fried Chicken at the age of 19. 
They were married the following year. In 
1975 the couple hitchhiked across the coun- 
try to Washington State. They returned to 
Massachusetts after their cross-country adventure to 
embark on the adventure of parenting. Melissa was 
born in 1977 and Kelly was born in 1979. 

In 1980, Kevin and Susan moved to Washington 
state to be closer to Kevin’s brother and sister-in- 
law, Richard and Linda Barnard. Shortly after arriv- 
ing in Washington, Mt. St Helen’s erupted. When 
the explosion of the mountain didn’t scare the young 
couple back to the east coast, they decided to make 
Washington their permanent home and welcomed a 
third daughter, Jamie, in 1982. 

Kevin knew Jesus his whole life, but grew closer 
and deeper in his faith in more recent years. Kevin 
and Susan found a wonderful church community at 


SCHOOLS 
GRADUATION 


according to plan, the outdoor graduation will be able 
to bring the class together for fun and surprises. 

“I’m taking the lead on planning it, and I’ve gotten 
input from the senior student council members and 
advisors. I want to save some things as surprises for the 
class too, so it’s a balancing act between getting them 
excited for the event and still keeping some things up 
my sleeve,” she said. “The students I have spoken with 
have been amazing. They are so gracious and apprecia- 
tive. They have said that they prefer to have the group 
event instead of the individual ceremonies like we did 
last year.” 

Leading up to graduation, the school is working 
on preparing a special senior week, working with- 
in COVID-19 guidelines. Past years would normally 
see the seniors take a trip to High Meadows, but this 
year the school is working with the Westhampton Fire 
Department and Board of Health to hold a bonfire at 
HRHS on June 1. 

“The Board of Health wants us to have several 





Crossroads Community Covenant Church in 
Yelm. 

Kevin cared for all those in his life with 
a deep love and a generous heart. Every 
child that ever met him loved him. He was 
a generous friend to all. He will be greatly 
missed by many. 

Kevin is survived by his wife, Susan 
of 46 years. His siblings including his 
two older brothers Bud Barnard and Rick 
Barnard; and two younger sisters Renaye 
Forgey and Kolleen Wickens. His three daughters, 
Melissa Rus and her husband Kevin, Kelly Wemp and 
her husband Barry, and Jamie Stumph and her husband 
Rick; and his 6 cherished grandchildren Seth and Ezra 
Wemp, Caleb and Eli Rus, Reese and Ruby Stumph. 
Kevin also leaves behind a large family of loving nieces 
and nephews. 

Please join us in celebrating Kevin’s life on 
Saturday, April 17, from 10 a.m. to noon at Crossroads 
Community Covenant Church at 11520 Bald Hills 
Road SE in Yelm. Kevin was a big fan of motorcycles, 
fishing, Red Sox, and the Patriots. Please join the fam- 
ily in wearing any or a combo of all three in honor of 
Kevin. 


& YOUTH 


from page 10 


bonfires, which was surprising for me to hear, but they 
thought it would allow [students] spreading out a little 
more,’ Smidy said during the school committee meet- 
ing on April 5. “We’re thinking of getting a band and 
having the time where seniors open their time capsules 
or trade their year books to sign with their own indi- 
vidualized pens, which our senior advisors are looking 
into.” 

Plans are also being worked on hold a formal 
senior banquet at the Log Cabin and Senior Awards 
Night. The week would conclude on June 4 with the 
commencement ceremony in the evening. It won’t the 
be the same as old senior traditions, but this year could 
lead to a new one. 

“T think they [the seniors] went from feeling sad 
that they weren’t going to do some of the traditional 
stuff to feeling really excited this could be a new tradi- 
tion,’ Smidy said. 

Information about senior week, graduation, and 
other school activities will be available at hrhs.net. 
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DEATH NOTICE 


BARNARD, KEVIN LLOYD 
Died March 20, 2021 
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OBITUARY POLICY 


Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries. 

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place. 

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $100, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits @turley.com. 





Exceptions will be made only when the family 
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. 


CHECK OUT ALL THE 


Tu HEY pubiication 


PUBLIC NOTICES 
ARE NOW ONLINE 


Email all notices to notices@turley.com 





Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title. 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 


visit www.publicnotices.turley.com 








NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 
TOWN OF WORTHINGTON 
PLANNING BOARD 

The Worthington Planning 
Board will hold a public hear- 
ing for a Citizen Petition to 
amend the Zoning By-Law 
frontage requirements from 
400 ft to 280 ft, to be present- 
ed at Annual Town Meeting. 
Preparation of report from the 
Planning Board to accompa- 
ny warrant. 

The Hearing will be 
held Friday, April 23, 2021 
at 5:00 PM. Remote public 
access will be provided uti- 
lizing GoToMeeting virtual 
software: https://global.goto- 
meeting.com/join/700268037. 
To attend via phone dial 646- 
749-3112; access code: 700- 
268-037. 

A link to the meeting 
and the text of the Citizen 
Petition’s warrant article for 
Annual Town Meeting can 
be found on the Town web- 
site’s community calendar — 
by clicking on the date of the 
meeting. 

04/08, 04/15/2021 


TOWN OF HUNTINGTON 


PUBLIC SHADE TREE 
HEARING 
Set forth by 
M.G.L. Chapter 87, 


Section 3 Public Shade Tree 
Hearing Wednesday, May 
5, 2021 at 6:00 p.m. on the 
Town Common, 24 Russell 
Road, Huntington, MA and 
via Webex (Call: 1-415-655- 
0001, enter access code: 
132 873 8701#, enter pass- 
word: #) 


Regarding removal of 
thirty-six trees marked with a 
purple dot on their base on 
Goss Hill Road between the 
intersection of Nagler Cross 
Road and #70 Goss Hill Road 
for the purpose of road con- 
struction. 

Walter Wittshirk 
Tree Warden 
04/15, 04/22/2021 


FINAL NOTICE AND 
PUBLIC EXPLANATION OF 
A PROPOSED ACTIVITY IN 
A 100- YEAR FLOODPLAIN 

TOWN OF HUNTINGTON 
HAMPSHIRE COUNTY, 

MASSACHUSETTS 

TOWN HALL RAMP 
IMPROVEMENT PROJECT 

APRIL 15, 2021 

To: All interested Agencies, 
Groups and Individuals 

This is to give notice that 
the Town of Huntington under 
CFR Part 58 has conducted 
an evaluation as required by 
Executive Order 11988 and 
11990, in accordance with 
HUD regulations at 24 CFR 
55.20 Subpart C Procedures 
for Making Determinations 
on Floodplain Management, 
to determine the potential 
affect that its activity in the 
floodplain and/or wetland will 
have on the human environ- 
ment for the Town Hall Ramp 
Improvement Project (here- 
inafter, the “proposed activi- 
ty”) under the Massachusetts 
Community Development 
Block Grant Program. The 
proposed activity is located 
at 24 Russell Road in Town 
of Huntington, Hampshire 
County, Massachusetts. The 


proposed activity is intended 
to provide barrier free access 
to the Town Hall’s entrance 
by means of a new fully 
Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA) compliant ramp. The 
ramp will be installed between 
the Town Hall and Stanton 
Hall buildings. The proposed 
activity will result in temporary 
impacts to 0.025 acres of 100- 
Year Floodplain. Site work 
related to the construction of 
the ramp will include minor 
excavation, filling and grading. 

The Town of Huntington 
has considered the following 
alternatives and mitigation 
measures to be taken to min- 
imize the adverse impacts 
and to restore and preserve 
natural and beneficial values: 
the project must take place 
within the floodplain because 
the ramp is directly connect- 
ed to the physical location of 
the Town Hall building. The 
only alternative that could be 
considered would be the “No 
Action Alternative”. Under the 
No Action alternative, the town 
would be left with a deterio- 
rated, potentially dangerous, 
non- ADA complaint ramp 
entrance to the Town Hall. 
The town would not be able 
to achieve any of the bene- 
fits to be provided by the pro- 
posed ramp improvement 
project. The Town will comply 
with local and state floodplain 
permitting and protection pro- 
cedure requirements will be 
followed. 

The Town of Huntington 
has reevaluated the alterna- 
tives to building in the flood- 
plain and has determined that 


it has no practicable alter- 
native. Environmental files 
that document compliance 
with steps 3 through 6 of 
Executive Order 11988 and/or 
11990, are available for public 
inspection, review and copy- 
ing upon request at the times 
and location delineated in the 
last paragraph of this notice 
for receipt of comments. This 
activity will have no significant 
impact on the environment for 
the following reasons: 

The proposed activity will 
be replacing an existing ramp 
structure with a new fully ADA 
compliant ramp. The new con- 
crete and wood built ramp will 
be slightly larger but will occu- 
py roughly the same area of 
land as the existing ramp. The 
project will only have tempo- 
rary impacts on the site includ- 
ing some minor excavation, 
filling and grading. The project 
will not result in any signifi- 
cant changes from its current 
usage. All mitigation measures 
will be followed and the Town 
will comply with all state and 
local floodplain protection pro- 
cedures. 

There are three primary 
purposes for this notice. First, 
people who may be affected 
by activities in floodplains and 
those who have an interest in 
the protection of the natural 
environment should be given 
an opportunity to express their 
concerns and provide infor- 
mation about these areas. 
Second, an adequate public 
notice program can be an 
important public education- 
al tool. The dissemination of 
information about floodplains 


can facilitate and enhance 
Federal efforts to reduce 
the risks associated with the 
occupancy and modification 
of these special areas. Third, 
as a matter of fairness, when 
the Federal government deter- 
mines it will participate in 
actions taking place in flood- 
plains, it must inform those 
who may be put at greater or 
continued risk. 

Written comments must 
be received by the Town of 
Huntington at the Huntington 
Town Hall, 24 Russell Road, 
PO Box 430, Huntington, 
MA 01050 on or before April 
25, 2021. Please contact 
Edward Renauld, Huntington 
Environmental Certifying 
Officer, during the hours of 
9:00 AM to 2:00 PM, Phone: 
413-512-5200, Comments 
may also be submitted via 
email at admin@huntington- 
ma.us. 

04/15/2021 


Cummington ZBA Hearing 
Public Notice 

In accordance with the 
provisions of M.G.L. Ch. 
40A, § 11, the Cummington 
Zoning Board of Appeals will 
hold a public hearing at the 
Community House, 33 Main 
Street, on Wednesday, May 
12, 2021, starting at 7:00 
PM, to consider the applica- 
tion of Jasa Farms LLC for 
special permit for a marijuana 
establishment. Specifically: 

1. Seeking relief from 
Section 10-50.3.a.6. of the 
zoning bylaw which requires 
“Marijuana Cultivators shall 
be capped at Cultivation Tier 


3 per lot/site, 10,001-20,000 
square foot canopy... in the 
Town of Cummington.”, 
to allow a cultivation site of 
90,000-100,000 square feet, 
Tier 11; 

2. Seeking relief from 
Section 10-50.3.b.1. “All 
aspects of the (sic) any mari- 
juana establishment... relative 
to... Cultivation... must take 
place at a fixed location within 
a fully enclosed building...” to 
allow outdoor cultivation; 

3. Seeking relief from 
Section 10-50.3.b.4.b. “No 
odor from marijuana... can 
be detected by a person with 
unimpaired and otherwise nor- 
mal sense of smell... at any 
adjoining use or property.” to 
allow outdoor cultivation; 

4. and other relief. The 
complete application is avail- 
able on the town’s web- 
site (Www.cummington-ma. 
gov). The property is located 
on Bryant Road, Assessor’s 
map 15, lot 4.1 (North side of 
Bryant Rd. between Potash 
Hill Rd. and Grout Rd.) 

Any person interested or 
wishing to be heard on these 
matters should appear at the 
above-designated time and 
place. Virtual attendance is 
also available, there is a link 
on the town’s website. 

It is possible that appropri- 
ate distancing and/or masks 
may still be required of all 
in-person attendees. 

Michael Holden, Clerk 

Cummington 

Zoning Board of Appeals 
04/08, 04/15/2021 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX- 
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296- 
4320. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can't reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you’re Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @ turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 


STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 


OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want- 
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Vintage 
hunting, camping, cast iron cookware. 
Covid guidelines followed. Call Ken 
(413)433-2195. 


CLASSIFIED DEADLINES 
QUABBIN & SUBURBAN 


FRIDAY AT NOON 


HILLTOWNS 
MONDAY AT NOON 








COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


1*******A CALL WE HAUL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


NAWROCKI HOME IMPROVE- 
MENT Kitchens, bathrooms, replace- 
ment windows & doors, roofing, siding, 
decks, custom woodworking, drywall. 
Full insured & registered 413-237. 
2250 Mark 


MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, Sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


AUTO 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


Find archives of this local newspaper at 
www.newspapers.turley.com 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 
or call toll free: 413-283-8393 


Base Price 
$10.00 


Base Price 
$12.00 


Base Price 
$14.00 


Base Price 
$16.00 


Base Price 
$18.00 


Name: 

Address: 

Town: 

Number of Weeks: 
Credit Card: 

Card #: 


Amount of charge: 


LJ MasterCard 


Base Price 
$10.50 
Base Price 
$12.50 
Base Price 
$14.50 


Base Price 
$16.50 


Base Price 
$18.50 


LI VISA 


_J Discover 


Base Price 
$11.00 


Base Price 
$13.00 


Base Price 
$15.00 


Base Price 
$17.00 


Base Price 
$19.00 





Phone: 


State: 


X per week rate = $ 
Li Check# 
CVV 


LI Cash 
Exp. Date 
Date: 


Zip: 


DEADLINES: 


Classifieds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 
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Call us at 413.283.8393 





HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. Beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, Sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 
www.orionfarm.net 


COBBLE MOUNTAIN’ LAND- 
SCAPE Looking for a full or part time 
help. Flexible schedule. Good wages 
with some benefits. Experience helpful. 
Own transportation necessary. 413- 
568-3340 


ORDER FULFILLER 40hrs/wk at 
AzureGreen.net, Middlefield. Requires 
fast, accurate productivity, teamwork, 
lifting. Contact Tamarin @ AzureGreen. 
com (413) 623-2155 


FOR RENT 


ea 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 





FOR RENT 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis- 
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac- 
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per- 
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction @ aol.com 
for more information. 





912.50 Pod telhe) 
= Photos 


TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC. 


Purchase a photo that 
recently ran in one of 
our publications. Go to 


newspapers.turley.com/ 
photo-request 






QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


Base Price 
$9.50 
Base Price 
$11.50 
Base Price 
$13.50 
Base Price 
$15.50 
Base Price 
$17.50 


Base Price 
$19.50 


Hilltowns 


Circulation: 11,900 


















First ZONE base price 
Add a second ZONE 
Add a third ZONE 
Subtotal 

xX Number of Weeks 
TOTAL Enclosed 


[lover 


a a 
WEST- 
HAMPTON 
\s 
BLANDFORD "Dy. 
SANDISFIELD ) 


Buy the Hilltowns ZONE for $9.50 for 20 words 
plus 50¢ for each additional word. 

Add $10 for a second Zone or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES. 


$5.00 


BUCKLAND 







Includes 
additional words 


$10.00 


Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


Quabbin 
_t 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 
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Text messages to boost your child’s learning 
Free sign up through the Hilltown Family Center 
for families with children birth to 4th grade. 
Text HCHC to 70138 to sign up 


What is Ready4K? 


Ready4kK is a research- 
based text messaging 
program for families with 
kids ages 0 to 10. Each 
week, you'll receive texts 
with fun facts and tips on 
ways to help your child 
learn and grow. You'll also 
receive information on 
community resources to 
support you and your family. 
Ready4kK tips build on your 
daily routines, like getting 
dressed, bath time, or 
preparing a meal. And you'll 
always get messages that 
match your child’s age. 


RACT: Kids are excited to learn all 
about themselves. The more they 
IAAT Gout Inenselvers, (he mare 
confidence they have to thrive in 
school. 


TIF: In the marning, look in the 
mirror together, Take tums naming 
your child's positive qualities: You 
have brown ayes, you are kind, 
you are sirong! 


GROWTH: Keep helping your child 
loam about themselves, As you 





Contact Susan LeBarron, Hilltown Family Center Coordinator, 
at 413-667-2203 ext. 311 for more info 
Check us out on Facebook and Twitter 


Programs are made possible through the Coordinated Family and Community Engagement Grant from the 
Massachusetts Department of Early Education and Care through the Hilltown Community Health Centers with: 


United 
Way ® 





om Hilltown Community 
SF ncuc Health Center 





Yi 
Department of 








aang Us Your 


Summer Event 
Information 


















Turley Publications 
will print 
your summer 
calendar listings 
FREE OF CHARGE 

In our 
~SUMMERFEST 
Supplement which 
publishes early June. 


x 


Deadline for submissions 
is May 4th. 









Early Education and Care 
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BECKET 


Athenaeum workshops 
Start on Friday, Monday 


BECKET — The Becket Athenaeum has several 
programs throughout April for patrons to enjoy start- 
ing with Blues and Poetry of the Harlem Renaissance 
with Robin O’ Herin. 

The two-part workshop will take place on Friday 
April 16 and April 30 at 7 p.m. on Zoom. The pro- 
gram will focus on Delta and Piedmont Blues and 
the poetry of Langston Hughes during the Harlem 
Renaissance. It will include a musical presentation, 
slideshow, a study of the techniques used in the poet- 
ry of Hughes, and an interactive session in blues 
songwriting. Pre-registration I required at bit.ly/ 
BA-robin-blues. 

On Monday, April 19, at 4 p.m. on Zoom, Rick 
Stromoski will host Let’s Draw Cartoons. The 
award-winning and nationally syndicated artist will 
teach how to draw characters, expressions, and create 
unique animal characters in this fun and entertaining 
program. For more information or to pre-register, visit 
BecketAthenaeum.org/events/cartoon-rick. 

Learn valuable interviewing techniques and dis- 
cover unique family history with Augusta Rose’s 
Preserving Legacy on Wednesday, April 28, at 7 p.m. 
on Zoom. Elders are a living repository of valuable 
life lessons and insights. Preserving Legacy is a way 
to capture their stories through attentive listening, and 
share them with loved ones and future generations. 
Professional photographer and new Becket resident 
Rose will guide participants through the process of 
conducting living history interviews as well as share 
some examples from her experience facilitating these 
interviews as part of her business. Pre-register at bit. 
ly/BA-preserving-legacy. 

For more information on all programs and offer- 
ings at the Athenaeum, visit BecketAthenaeum.org. 
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